Welcome
Welcome to the Northumberland Players' first Mini One Act
festival. Directors picked a title ranging from 25 minutes to just
under an hour and you get to choose your favourite for bragging
rights for the Best Production. The one act genre is unique and a
rare find on stages these days, so enjoy and vote on the slip
provided in your program. The winner will be announced at the
end of the final performance. The criteria? Simple! Which show
was the best executed performance?

Director’s Notes
Christine Sharp: The Actor’s Nightmare by Christopher Durang
Welcome to our nightmare! It's what haunts the dreams of almost
everyone who's ever acted: that of being on stage without a clue
as to where to go or what to say. Anyone who has ever suffered
performance anxiety of any kind can certainly relate.
You may already be familiar with the work of George Spelvin, first
cousin of the equally well-regarded Alan Smithee. Mr. Spelvin
has had too many roles to count on the Broadway stage. He's
appeared in films as diverse as The Birth of a Nation (1915) and
the Academy-award-winning From Here to Eternity and is no
stranger to the small screen. The name “George Spelvin” in fact
is a sly joke for theatre insiders, a pseudonym for actors who
don't want to be credited, wishing to conceal the fact that they are
playing multiple roles or are working in violation of the terms of
their union contracts. It is also the name sometimes given to the
dummies and puppets that frequently stand in on stage for human
beings (dead bodies and newborn babies for example) or for
characters that are talked about but don't ever actually appear.
You'll see why our George is so aptly named as he bumbles
through productions of Private Lives, Hamlet, A Man for All
Seasons and a complete mash-up of Samuel Beckett's works,
Endgame, Happy Days and Waiting for Godot.
Hope you sleep well tonight!

Director’s Notes
Northumberland Players is live, local and committed to bringing quality
theatre to the whole family.
In its 41 years. Northumberland Players, a not-for-profit community
theatre, has won numerous Theatre Ontario awards for performance,
directing, music and production. Its active youth theatre program
includes a major children’s production presented every Christmas
season and drama camps that run throughout the summer months.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality
theatre. Over 300 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers, who work as actors,
directors, producers, set builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there
is passion for live theatre in Northumberland County. By supporting our
not-for-profit theatre company, your entertainment dollars stay in the
community, creating cultural and economic benefits.
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall
in Cobourg. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue with comfortable
seating that can be arranged in various configurations to present
innovative theatre to smaller audiences. Cobourg Costumes, on
Campbell Street, Cobourg, houses the Players' vast collection of period
and contemporary costumes, all of which are available for rentals.
Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space on Loveshin
Road for set storage and construction.
Over 13,000 people attended our productions last year. We hope this
year even more will see our shows. We welcome members and
volunteers to join us in the fun of producing quality theatre.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
Members have a voice in the operation of Northumberland Players.
Individual Memberships are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes
spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre. Artistic,
backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles. If
you'd like to volunteer, call 905-372-0577 and sign up online.
Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.
Visit www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information. You can visit the
Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We accept
VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.

Matthew Blundell: For Sale - Baby Shoes - Never Worn by
Damian Trasler
I feel truly humbled to be working with such an amazing cast.
When I picked this play I had hoped that it would allow the actors
involved to explore a wide range of emotions and give them
something real to sink their teeth into. I never imagined that I
would be blown away by them each and every rehearsal. The
cast in this show truly made my job as director easy… a
suggestion here, a comment there and without fail, they took hold
and ran with it, bringing to life what I envisioned in my head in a
way that superseded all of my expectations. Add to that an
incredibly dedicated supporting team and I couldn’t have asked
for a better setting for my directorial debut with the
Northumberland Players. I cannot thank my cast and team
enough for giving me all the tools I needed to succeed as their
director.
This play is a story of the daily struggles so many of us have
faced at one time or another, family, finances, damaged
relationships and loss. It also reminds us that even when things
are at their worst, there is always hope for a better tomorrow, that
when we stick together, support each other and mend our broken
fences, we can make it better, that no matter what life throws at
us, it can all be overcome, together. I truly hope you enjoy
watching ‘For Sale, Baby Shoes, Never Worn’ as much as I have
enjoyed directing it and I am sure you will be as blown away by
today’s performances as I have been during our
rehearsals. Thank you all for supporting the Northumberland
Players and this great community. Enjoy the show!
John Lunman: Godhead by Michaela Jeffery
Godhead is a dramatic thriller about the power of belief and the
things we keep hidden in our lives. It involves the devil, a
backwoods exorcism, snakes and the truth that refuses to remain
buried in the past. It is written by a new Canadian playwright,
Michaela Jeffery, a graduate of the National Theatre School
Playwriting Program. She has only a few plays finished at
present, but based on the strength of this play, she is likely to be
a major force in Canadian Theatre in the years to come.

Production Sponsors
We thank our production sponsors and encourage you to support
these local businesses:

Season of Connection
Our 2018-19 Season is about connecting with history, connecting with the
Canadian experience, and connecting with family and friends.
It opens with two plays and a dramatic reading, all part of the Town of Cobourg’s
Armistice 18 commemoration.
Mary’s Wedding by Stephen Massicotte takes place during the battle of Moreuil
Wood in France. A beautiful love story which transcends time; it opens our season
and the Armistice 18 commemoration at the Firehall Theatre.
Sit in the exact courthouse and relive the trial that took place in Victoria Hall’s Old
Bailey Courtroom in Cobourg in 1928. Last Day, Last Hour: Canada’s Great War
on Trial, by Hugh Brewster, examines the turbulent trial which placed Canada’s
entire role in World War I under a spotlight and kept the country riveted for weeks.
Stars on Her Shoulders, a new play by Stephen Massicotte which will be
performed as a stage reading in Victoria Hall, connects us to the war through the
eyes of five nurses in The Great War.
The Northumberland Players and the Best Western Cobourg Inn and Conference
Centre will continue to make you laugh with three great comedies in dinner theatre:
Sexy Laundry by Michele Riml, The Odd Couple by Neil Simon, and The Fox on
the Fairway by Ken Ludwig. Come, dine, and connect with family and friends who
all want to laugh and make memories.
Christmas is all about connecting with family. The Firehall Theatre is an amazing
cozy space that will be transformed into an old-time radio station for the family radio
play Miracle on 34th Street based on the Twentieth Century Fox movie. Don’t
forget the Youth Theatre production, The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe by
Joseph Robinette, at the historic Victoria Hall.
This year’s 5 Tony Award winning musical farce, The Drowsy Chaperone, book by
Bob Martin and Don McKellar, and music and lyrics by Lisa Lambert and Greg
Morrison, will get you laughing and tapping your feet! The show is full of catchy
songs and great energetic dance numbers with a 1920s back story.
The final two plays of the Firehall season will appeal those looking for a powerful
theatre experience. Silent Sky by Lauren Gunderson, a poignant story much like
the movie “Hidden Figures”, celebrates the ground-breaking contributions of women
in the field of astronomy. The Drowning Girls, by Beth Graham, Daniela Vlaskalic
and Charlie Tomlinson, is a social critique with a shocking murderous storyline.
Both plays will take your breath away in two different ways.
Northumberland Players brings you live theatre in five different venues this year.
We look forward to connecting with you.
Jack Boyagian, Artistic Director and President

The Cast
by alphabetical order
For Sale - Baby Shoes - Never Worn: (Setting: Present Day - Living
room, Shoe store, Attic)
Dad

…

Robert Davidson

Thomas

…

Shawn Dubeau

Susan

…

Jody Ledgerwood

Girl

…

Amber Vibert

The Actor’s Nightmare: (Setting: Present Day - An Empty Stage)
Henry Irving

…

Robert Davidson

George Spelvin

…

Garret Lee

Dame Ellen Terry

…

Nancy Little

Sarah Siddons

…

Jennie Ryan

Executioner / Announcer

…

Himself

Meg, Stage Manager

…

Rebecca Sumners

Godhead: (Setting: Present Day - Southern Alberta)
Hoyt

…

Matt Kowalyk

Vaughn

…

Craig Martin

Liz

…

Amber Vibert

Intermission

There will be one 15-minute intermission.
Refreshments are available in the 2nd floor Blair Room

Acknowledgements
Thank you for your contribution to this production:
Sharon Anderson
Beebe’s
Mike Chown
David Hoare
Front of House Volunteers: Laura Andrews, Francine Bélanger,
Jack Boyagian, Kathie Duthie, Jody Forsyth, Ken Forsyth,
Doreen Page, Anne Parks, Kelly Paron, Sharon Rathbone,
Carlotta Rutledge, Brenda Worsnop

Production Volunteers
Producers

…

Jack Boyagian and Francine Bélanger

Directors

…

Matt Blundell, John Lunman and Christine
Sharp

Stage Managers

…

Linda Cardie, Marg Hilborn and Fran
Martin

Set Designer

…

Jack Boyagian

Set Construction Lead

…

Scott Moddle

Set Building Crew

…

Jack Boyagian, Ken McDonald, Scott
Moddle

Set Construction Crew

…

Frank Burns, Ken McDonald, Scott
Moddle, Rick Morrison, Jamie Spereman

Set Decor / Lead Painter

…

Ally Demoe

Set Painting Crew

…

Leslee Argue, Jack Boyagian, Ally
Demoe, Jamie Spereman

Costume Designers

…

Lisa Schnalzer-Missen: Godhead, Lynn
Templer: The Actor’s Nightmare and
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Jamie Spereman, Executioner and Announcer
This is Jamie’s sixth show at the Firehall Theatre.
His most recent appearance was as Les in Bob’s
Your Elf. This theatre is Jamie’s favorite place to
act. He hopes you enjoy the shows you are seeing
as part of this One Acts production and wishes you
a great summer.

Rebecca Sumners, Meg the stage manager
Rebecca’s most recent role was Louise, the sound
and lighting tech, in Play On. She followed up with
being a real life sound and lighting operator and
props person for Leaving Home. Playing Meg, the
stage manager, in The Actor’s Nightmare was a
natural fit! Plus, one act plays and the Firehall
Theatre warm her heart.

Amber Vibert, Girl and Liz
This is Amber's second appearance with
Northumberland Players in Godhead and Baby
Shoes and she is thrilled to be working with the
amazing teams across two casts. Previously she
played the naive and uplifting Anita in last season's
production of Jenny's House of Joy, and has
enjoyed playing in the Durham Region mostly
recently as Iris in Girl in the Goldfish Bowl, Aggie
Wheeler in The Games Afoot, and Jenny in Dead
Metaphor. She hopes you enjoy having a ride of
emotions that may provoke a range of thoughts
after this night of one acts!

Garret Lee, George Spelvin

Jack Boyagian - Producer

Garret Lee has been performing in Durham region
for over 20 years but Northumberland is fairly new
ground. He's so far played Hannay in The 39 Steps
and the tyrant Lord Capulet in Romeo and Juliet.
He and the cast truly hope you enjoy.

Jack Boyagian is the President and Artistic director of the
Northumberland Players. He is the recipient of the 2017
Cobourg Civic Award for contribution to the Arts and
Education. He is especially proud of this award because
he considers it a collective award to all volunteers of the
Northumberland Players. He has been on stage as an
actor and has directed a couple dozen shows for the
Players and at East Northumberland Secondary School
where he taught drama and English for 26 years before
retiring.

Nancy Little, Dame Ellen Terry

Francine Bélanger - Producer

Nancy has been a member of Northumberland
Players for 22 years. In that time, she has acted,
produced, directed, stage managed and served on
the board. Nancy’s favourite endeavour with the
Players is being on stage. In 2016 she appeared as
Germaine Lauzon in Les Belles Soeurs. She is
thrilled to be working with Christine Sharp again as
well as all of the great cast & crew of Actor’s
Nightmare.

This is Francine’s first time producing for the
Northumberland Players. She has previously been seen
on stage with the Players as Sue in Once Upon A
Rocking Chair and as Laurence in Romeo & Juliet. She
is thrilled to be part of such a talented and dedicated
team of people and grateful for the opportunity. She
thanks her husband and friends for their unwavering
support, and trusts you will enjoy this 3-play mini
festival.

Craig Martin, Vaughn

Matt Blundell - Director, For Sale - Baby Shoes Never Worn

Although this is his first appearance with
Northumberland Players, Craig has appeared in
many productions at Oshawa Little Theatre, Whitby
Courthouse Theatre, Durham Shoestring
Performers and Ajax Community Theatre. Craig is
excited to be appearing as ‘Vaughn’ in ‘Godhead’
and is very much enjoying hanging out at the beach
before the shows.

This is Matt’s first time directing for the Northumberland
Players. He has previously been seen on stage with the
Players as one of the brothers in Joseph, as Curtis in
Sister Act and as Max in A Comedy of Tenors. Matt is
extremely grateful for this opportunity and to be able to
work with such a talented cast and supportive
production team and would like to thank you the
audience for supporting us throughout the year and
hopes you all enjoy tonight’s performances.

Jennie Ryan, Sarah Siddons

John Lunman - Director, Godhead

Since starting acting 10 years ago, Jennie has
been very fortunate to have been cast in some very
significant roles with the NP’s, the 4th Line Theatre,
the VOS, the Single Thread Company Toronto, The
Peterborough Theatre Guild and Capitol Theatre.
When not acting, she is often involved in acquiring
props for other productions. She wishes to thank
the theatre companies for the privilege of working
with them and for her husband Will, and friends for
their unwavering support.

John Lunman has been involved in theatre, professional
and community, for 42 years. For Northumberland
Players, he directed Jenny’s House of Joy last season
and is looking forward to direct Fox on the Fairway by
Ken Ludwig next year as part of the NP dinner theatre
offerings. He is very happy to be wanted back in
Cobourg as everyone has been such great fun to work
with. Plus, NP offers such a variety of places and

shows to get involved in.

Christine Sharp - Director, The Actor’s Nightmare

Robert Davidson, Dad and Henry Irving

Although she recently played “Mary Mercer” in Leaving
Home, Christine Sharp may be more familiar to
Northumberland Player’s audiences as the director of A
1940's Radio Christmas Carol, Les Belles Soeurs, Agnes
of God, The Kitchen Witches, and The Trouble with
Richard. Christine has also directed The Taming of the
Shrew, Death of a Salesman and Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory amongst other productions.

This is Rob’s third appearance with Northumberland
Players, having played Malvolio in Twelfth Night and
“Clown #1” (or was it #2?) in “39 Steps”. He loves
performing in the Firehall Theatre, an intimate and
charming space and has enjoyed working with such a
fun and accomplished group of people. As always
“Thanks” for the opportunity.

Linda Cardie - Stage Manager, Godhead

Shawn Dubeau, Thomas

Linda became involved with the Northumberland Players
shortly after moving to Cobourg 3 years ago. She started
as Prop Master for Jenny’s House of Joy and has
worked on 8 plays, including Godhead. She has done
everything backstage from props to stage managing to
light and sound operation and has enjoyed every play,
working with some of the best at the Northumberland
Players. Linda thanks the whole group of people at NP
and hopes to continue in the future.

Shawn Dubeau has been away from the NP stage for
a number of years, but Jody tricked him into coming
back. He is a big man which makes walking up three
flights of stairs to get to the rehearsal space difficult
so he hopes you appreciate the effort he put into this
role. He would like to blame Jenn for supporting him
in this endeavour. Without her he’d probably be
asleep on the couch right now.

Marg Hilborn - Stage Manager, The Actor’s
Nightmare

Jody Ledgerwood, Susan

After 12 years working backstage in several different
capacities, Marg decided to hone her stage
management skills. Last spring she participated in a NP
Stage Management workshop. Marg is honoured that NP
and Director Christine Sharp offered her this opportunity
as it includes “on the job training” and the chance to be
an integral part of a process that has so many moving
parts.

Fran Martin - Stage Manager, For Sale - Baby
Shoes - Never Worn
Upon joining the Northumberland Players, Fran has
filled a number of positions for various plays, including
Assistant Prop. Mgr. , Assistant Stage Manager and
Producer for "The 39 Steps". She is now venturing on
to the Stage Manager role to expand her repertoire of
backstage positions. This one act play for Fran is a
great learning tool and she is confident that you will
enjoy this little vignette.

Jody is an active member and Director on the Board
of Northumberland Players (NP). She enjoys
participating as crew on productions but her true love
is to be on stage. Most recently, you may have seen
her in A Comedy of Tenors; Jenny’s House of Joy;
Boeing, Boeing (multiple award winning); Macbeth or
Harvey. Jody would like to credit her family & friends
for their constant support of her volunteer efforts both
on and off the stage. Enjoy the show!

Matt Kowalyk, Hoyt
Matt Kowalyk is so happy to be getting back on stage
after 5 years. During that time he has directed 3 plays
for The Players, including Leaving Home. He is a
proud member of The Players' board of directors and
has found a very happy place here. He also co-wrote
the music for Godhead and the two original songs in
For Sale - Baby Shoes - Never Worn.

