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Director’s Notes 
 

Romeo and Juliet is the story of two young people trapped by the patriarchal 
society in Verona, Ontario, in the 1930s. The Anglo-francophone Capulet 
family coexists with the long-established Montague family in equal hatred of each 
other.  
Lord Capulet maintains complete control over his daughter, Juliet, denying 
her choices and opinions as a young woman. Wives and daughters were 
commonly treated as lesser citizens, despite the first wave of the Canadian 
feminist movement and the pursuit for female equal rights at the beginning of the 
20th century. Lord Capulet deals with his inability to cope with Juliet’s 
transition from child to woman by handing her as a bride to Paris, rather than 
experience the misperceived shame of allowing Juliet to choose her own life.  
Juliet has been raised with all decisions made by her father who views his 
daughter as a commodity. Juliet has been closeted from society and raised away 
from the sophistication of urban life. In her naivety, she jumps for freedom at her 
first opportunity when she meets the enigmatic Romeo. As their love escalates, 
fate herds the two lovers into an oppositional imploding finale.  
I want the audience to understand how women have been treated when repressed 
in some patriarchal families where the son inherits,  and follows in his father's 
footsteps, and the daughter is sold - rhetorically speaking! The beauty of 
Shakespeare's words blended with the pathos of his characters. Romeo and 
Juliet is a story of unguided, naïve love leading two young people to choices so 
desperate that death seems their only escape from their dominating families. The 
overshadowing prevalence of opposing imagery in the script - light and dark, 
night and day, healing and poison - is reflected in the set and costumes, inspired 
by revolutionary designers of the time. 
 

“A plague on both your houses” (Mercutio) 
 

Paula Worley, 
Director 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Who Are Northumberland Players? 
 

Northumberland Players is live, local and committed to bringing quality theatre to the 
whole family. 
In its 42 years. Northumberland Players, a not-for-profit community theatre, has won 
numerous Theatre Ontario awards for performance, directing, music and production. Its 
active youth theatre program includes a major children’s production presented every 
Christmas season and drama camps that run throughout the summer months. 
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre. Over 300 
enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers, who work as actors, directors, producers, set builders, 
costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in Northumberland 
County. By supporting our not-for-profit theatre company, your entertainment dollars stay 
in the community, creating cultural and economic benefits that ripple throughout our 
community. 
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The 
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces, and a ground-floor 
theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue with comfortable seating that can be 
arranged in various configurations to present innovative theatre to smaller audiences.  
Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg houses Cobourg Costumes, the Players' vast 
collection of period and contemporary costumes, all of which are available for rentals. 
Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space on Lovshin Road for set storage and 
construction. 
Over 13,000 people attended our productions last year. We hope this year even more will 
see our shows. We welcome members and volunteers to join us in the fun of producing 
quality theatre. 
 
Be a Player - There are many roles!  
 
• Members have a voice in the operation of Northumberland 
Players and a vote at the Annual General Meeting. Membership 
fees provide on-going support for the administration of the 
Players. Individual Memberships are $25. A Family 
Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-voting 
members, children and youth.  
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre. 
Artistic, backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or 
technical roles. If you'd like to volunteer, call 905-372-0577 
or sign up online.  
• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.  
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information, to donate and/or sign 
up. You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-
0577. We accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays. 

 

 

 



 
 

Olivia Kamphorst – Benvolio and Curate 
This is Olivia's first time performing with the Northumberland Players 
and she is thrilled to be performing in this production of Romeo and 
Juliet as Benvolio and the Curate alongside such a wonderful cast and 
crew. Most recently she performed in the Glendon Theatre puppet show 
Illuminations and in the Glendon College Theatre Festival (2017). Her 
written work has been showcased in the Glendon College 24-Hour 
Theatre Festival (2017).  
 

 Garret Lee – Sampson. Lord Capulet, 2nd Watchman 
This will be Garret's second time with Northumberland previously 
playing Hannay in The 39 Steps. This isn't his first time on a stage, 
however, as he has over 20 years’ experience. His favorite plays so far 
have been Spamalot, The Rocky Horror Picture Show and Cabaret.  
 
 
 

 Shane McGowan – Mercutio, Balthasar 
Playing the roles of Mercutio and Balthasar in Romeo and Juliet, 
seventeen-year old Shane McGowan is delighted to be working with the 
Players for a third time. He has previously played in Shakespeare's 
Macbeth and Twelfth Night, and is thrilled to be performing in another 
Shakespeare play with such a talented group of cast and crew. Shane 
has also made his debut to musical theatre this year with Shrek, The 
Musical, playing the role of the Big Bad Wolf.  
 

 Nikki Parks – Nurse, Lady Montague, 1st Watchman  
Nikki is happy to be back at the Firehall to play the Nurse in Romeo and 
Juliet. She recently completed Farce of Habit at Brighton Barn Theatre, 
also When the Cat’s Away, Farce of Nature, The Chalk Garden, Jake’s 
Women, The Gingerbread Lady, and On Golden Pond for The Bay of 
Quinte Community Players. She has enjoyed working with new 
members of this talented and diverse cast and crew. Now retired, she 
takes to heart the words of George Bernard Shaw: “We don’t stop 
playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing.”  
 
 

 Bryce Sage – Romeo 
An ardent Shakespeare fan, Bryce is excited to be a part of Romeo and 
Juliet. Recent stage credits include Jonathan Harker in Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula (Peterborough Theatre Guild) and Leo Clarke 
in Leading Ladies (Towne County Players). On TV, Bryce hosted and 
directed two science documentaries for CBC's The Nature of Things. 
Working behind the camera, Bryce created 1001 Ways to Wonder, a 
documentary series on the science of mental health, and co-created 
animated short Cindy alongside artist Marco Bucci. 
 

  

Cast 
 

Francine Bélanger . . .  Laurence, Chorus 
Devin Bird . . . Paris, Tybalt, Lord Montague 

Carol-Anne Caswell . . .  Servant 
Dave Clark . . . Prince Escalus 
Cachel Cox . . . Juliet 

Auriele Diotte . . . Lady Capulet, Apothecary 
Olivia Kamphorst . . . Benvolio, Curate 

Garret Lee . . . Lord Capulet, Sampson, 2nd Watchman 
Shane McGowan . . .  Mercutio, Balthazar 

Nikki Parks . . .  Nurse, Lady Montague, 1st Watchman 
Bryce Sage . . . Romeo 

Vivienne Worley . . . Young Juliet 
 

Setting 
 

Verona, Ontario, 1934. 
A Public Place 

A Street 
Capulet’s House 

Capulet’s Orchard 
Laurence’s Cell 

Juliet’s Bedchamber 
The Capulets’ Tomb in a Churchyard 

 
Intermission 

 
There will be one 15-minute intermission during public performances. 

Refreshments will be available in the Blair Room on the 2nd floor. 
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 Devin Bird – Lord Montague, Paris, Tybalt 
This is Devin’s third time with Northumberland Players and his third 
attempt at Shakespeare. Having started with Malcolm in Macbeth and 
then Duke Orsino in Twelfth Night, he is looking forward to donning 
the robes of even more characters than before in Paula Worley’s vision 
of Romeo and Juliet. Thanks to everyone who made this a great show. 
We hope you enjoy it.  
 
 

 Carol-Anne Caswell - Servant 
Carol-Anne is an avid thespian who rediscovered her passion for 
theatre in her 50s after moving to Cobourg from the 'Near North'. She 
is Mom of two grown children and Nana of five grandchildren. Carol-
Anne has had extensive life experience living and working in Ontario 
and British Columbia as 'Jane of All Trades'. Carol-Anne joined the 
Northumberland Players in 2001, performed in 12 productions, 
worked backstage for seven, and attended many Players workshops. 
 

 Dave Clark – Prince Escalus 
Dave is a long-time Player's member of 31 years. He was pleased to be 
asked to join the cast of Romeo and Juliet as a replacement actor. He 
worked with Paula before in Macbeth and A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Playing Shakespearean roles provides the challenge of 
exploring complicated wording that is not rivalled by modern writers. It 
is hard and rewarding work. Also, this is a fun cast, Paula, again. 
Thanks. 
 

 Cachell Cox - Juliet 
Cachell is very excited to join Northumberland Players in her first 
production. She has enjoyed the challenge of performing bilingually as 
she has been working on expanding her language skills both in her 
studies here and abroad. She is a grade twelve student attending East 
Northumberland Secondary school. Cachell has previously trained at 
The Young People’s Theatre in Toronto and wrote in their 
international Three Up program. Recently she has appeared in school 
productions The Complaint Department and Dear Chuck.  
 

 Auriele Diotte - Lady Capulet, Apothecary  
It pleaseth Auriele beyond the world to be part of a magnificent cast and 
crew. She has previously performed in the Northumberland Players' 
productions of Twelfth Night, the EODL award-winning Waiting for 
the Parade, and Bob’s Your Elf. She is a graduate of Redeemer 
University College’s Theatre Performance Program (2014). Auriele 
was a theatre instructor/camp director at the Act One School of Drama 
in Pickering and is currently a children's party performer with The 
Fairytale Factory. 
 

  



 

 
 

Ward McCance – Lighting  Designer and Operator 
Ward has designed the lighting for 7 plays for Northumberland Players 
the past 2 years. He started in Ontario summer stock theatre, lighting 
and set design in 1965, did lighting designs for the Bloor Street 
Theatre, and lighting design at the Children's Theater at Expo 67 – 
over 50 shows over the past 50 years. He has worked on Don't Dress 
for Dinner, Harvey, All the King's Women, Macbeth, Twelfth Night, 
and Bob’s Your Elf. 
. 

 Norma Connors –Properties Manager 
Norma has been a Northumberland Player since 2006. She has worked 
on many productions backstage and in props. She has held various 
acting roles including Aunt Spiker in James and the Giant Peach, 93-
year old Olivine Dubuc in Les Belles Soeurs, and Officer in Twelfth 
Night. She had her dream come true when she had 3 parts in the 
musical Annie 
 
 

 Amy Wilson – Mask Designer, Costume Assistant 
Amy (Malinda) is a mask maker (@darkmystiqueart) and is grateful to 
have her mask debut in Romeo and Juliet. She is enjoying working with 
Pat on costumes. Amy’s first taste of theatre was in Grease at the age of 
9. She studied fashion Design in high school, taking part in the fashion 
shows each year, and continued to study Fashion Design at the Art 
Institute of Toronto. She has along love of Shakespeare and now 
intends to pursue acting. 
 
 

 Sherwood McLernon - Show Photographer 
Sherwood retired from a career in Engineering Sales in 2010 and was 
asked to fill in for a photographer friend for some headshots and a 
poster for the Northumberland Players. Being an avid photographer for 
over 50 years at that point, he was only too happy to help out. 39 
productions for the Players later, he treasures having had the 
opportunity to work with such a talented and friendly theatre group and 
looks forward to continuing in the future. 
 
 

 Francine Bélanger – Laurence, Chorus 
Francine has appeared as Sue in Once Upon A Rocking Chair and is 
delighted to make her second appearance with Northumberland 
Players. She is thrilled to be part of such a talented and dedicated team 
of people. Playing the role of Laurence, Francine is inspired by the first 
Canadian woman ordained in the 1930s. Her next project with the 
Players is as co-producer of the upcoming An Evening of One Acts. She 
thanks her husband and friends for their unwavering support. 
 

 

Production Volunteers 
 

Producer . . .  Maureen Holloway 
Director . . . Paula Worley 

Stage Manager . . . Elaine Winger 
Set Designer . . . Maureen Holloway 

Set Construction Lead . . . Franks Burns 
Set Builders . . .  Jack Boyagian, Dave Clark, Ken 

MacDonald, John Forder, John 
Matthew, David McTavish, Rick 
Morrison, Bob Richards, Klaus 
Schroeder, Jamie Spereman, Tony 
Walker 

Set Painters . . . Marg Hilborn, Sheila MacDonald, 
Amy Wilson 

Costume Coordinator . . . Pat Spalding 
Mask Maker  . . . Amy Wilson 

Properties Manager . . . Norma Connors, Carol-Anne Caswell 
Costume assistant . . . Amy Wilson 

Lighting Designer and 
Operator 

. . . Ward McCance 

Sound Designer  . . . Paula Worley and Maureen Holloway 
Sound Operator . . . Maureen Holloway 

Fight Choreographers . . . Adrian Worley, Paula Worley, Bryce 
Sage, and Devin Bird 

Poster Design . . . Paula Worley and Greg Curtis 
Facebook Photos . . . Paula Worley 
Program Design . . . Maureen Holloway 

Show Photographer . . . Sherwood McLernon 
Front of House . . .  Laura Andrews, Leslee Argue, Corey 

Auwaeter, Kara Besson, Jack 
Boyagian, Mary Liz Clark, Mary 
Doig, Jody and Ken Forsyth, Laura 
Garton, Marg Hilborn, Nicola 
Joseph, Kelly Paron, Micheline 
Prendergast, Chris Worsnop 



 
 

 
Maureen Holloway – Producer, Set Designer, Sound Operator 
Maureen has worked behind the scenes for the Players since 2007. 
She was costume designer for Steel Magnolias, stage-managed The 
Trouble with Richard, The Kitchen Witches, It's a Wonderful Life 
(twice). She produced James and the Giant Peach, A Charlie Brown 
Christmas, and Bob's Your Elf. Over the past few years she has enjoyed 
working with as she worked with the enthusiastic and diverse actors 
and crew to bring Shakespeare’s Macbeth and Twelfth Night, and now 
Romeo and Juliet to the Firehall stage. 
 

 Paula Worley -  Director 
Paula has been in theatre for 35 years. She graduated from Guildford 
School of Acting and immigrated to Canada in 2007 from the UK. She 
is a director, acting teacher, choreographer and visual artist. Paula is 
owner of The Church, a new Northumberland County performance 
venue and founder of Shakespeare Street Theatre. She has worked 
with Northumberland Players directing A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, James and the Giant Peach, Macbeth, and Twelfth Night, and 
appearing in Les Belle Soeurs. 
 

 Elaine Winger – Stage Manager 
Did you know there is a theatre bug? Elaine was bitten by one the first 
play she saw at the Northumberland Players. She volunteered soon 
working the sound board and lighting board and stage-managing plays 
like Here on the Flight Path, Agnes of God, Waiting for the Parade . . . 
After a brief sabbatical which qualified her for another fantastic group 
called the Survivor Thrivers, she has returned to the players to stage-
manage Romeo and Juliet.  
 
 

 

Frank Burns – Set Construction Lead 
After being recruited a few years ago by Leslee Argue under the 
pretense of something like; 'It's a bit of construction once in a while', 
Frank has worked on set creation and set building for most of the plays 
produced by NP. David McTavish later leaned on him to take the Lead 
with some projects and he has enjoyed doing so on Once Upon a 
Rocking Chair, Play On and, currently, Romeo and Juliet. 
 
 

 Pat Spalding – Costumes Coordinator 
Pat recently moved from Toronto fulfilling a retirement dream of living 
in Northumberland County. Pat completed the Theatre Technology 
program at the University of Toronto, part of the Faculty of Music 
Opera School. She went on to work with the Canadian Opera 
Company as assistant stage manager, and wardrobe co-ordinator with 
their touring company. She also worked as assistant costume designer 
for Charlottetown Summer Festival. This is Pat's first production with 
Northumberland Players. 

 

Upcoming Production 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2018-2019 Season 

 
The 2018-2019 season will be announced very soon. To ensure you receive 

the announcement, sign up for the newsletter at 
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/sign-up-for-newsletter 

You can also sign up as a volunteer to work on the upcoming season.  


