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Director’s Notes 
Leaving Home actually makes me nervous. Knowing that this play is 
considered by many (including myself) to be one of the most important 
plays in Canadian Theatre, I knew that when I was asked to direct it I was 
taking on a serious responsibility. More than one person came up to me 
and told me as much. The only way I felt I could do the play justice was to 
listen. People that were not involved with the production, but who have a 
deep love of the play, were wonderful resources for me, changing my 
perspective, challenging my point of view and making sure I wasn’t 
slacking.   

The first story (as written) of the Mercer family, Leaving Home revolves 
around a family in Toronto in 1958. The parents, Jacob and Mary, 
‘emigrated’ from Newfoundland and raised their two sons, Ben and Billy, 
in Toronto. When we meet the Mercers, Billy, the younger son, has gotten 
his girlfriend pregnant and is set to be married the next day. Ben, the 
older son, is planning on moving out as well, unbeknown to his father.  I’ll 
leave it there as far as describing the show – watching the story unfold is 
part of the magic. 

I have to say this, however. I have been inspired on a daily basis by the 
cast and crew of this production. The work ethic, effort and willingness to 
give it all has been a joy to watch and be a part of. This is their show, a 
genuine collaboration of ideas, visions and thoughts on what makes sense, 
what doesn’t, and how we can make the Mercer home a living thing. This 
group of ridiculously talented people has made my role as director very 
rewarding. Many of the ‘moments’ in this play were ideas of the cast or 
crew that were too good not to incorporate into the show.  I thank them 
all.  

In closing I’d like to thank a couple of peoplewithout whom I know I 
couldn’t have done my job. Kara Besson, stage manager extraordinaire, 
always keeps me honest and on track. Anne-Marie Bouthillette for getting 
this train started and headed in the right direction from the word 
‘go’.  Kaye Torrie for taking the show across the finish line. Lastly, I’d like 
to thank Lisa Schnalzer-Missen, the production’s head of costumes. Lisa is 
one of the most talented people I’ve ever met and her absolute and total 
dedication to the show and the vision of the show has been an absolute 
joy to watch and be a part of.  

I hope that you enjoy watching the show as much as we have creating 
it.  Now go kiss the cod. 

  
 

 

Northumberland Players is live, local and committed to bringing quality theatre to 
the whole family. 

In its 41 years. Northumberland Players, a not-for-profit community theatre, has 
won numerous Theatre Ontario awards for performance, directing, music and 
production. Its active youth theatre program includes a major children’s production 
presented every Christmas season and drama camps that run throughout the 
summer months. 

Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre. 
Over 300 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers, who work as actors, directors, producers, 
set builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in 
Northumberland County. By supporting our not-for-profit theatre company, your 
entertainment dollars stay in the community, creating cultural and economic 
benefits that ripple throughout our community. 

Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. 
The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue with comfortable seating that can be 
arranged in various configurations to present innovative theatre to smaller 
audiences. Cobourg Costumes, on Campbell Street, Cobourg, houses the Players' 
vast collection of period and contemporary costumes, all of which are available for 
rentals. Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space on Loveshin Road for 
set storage and construction. 

Over 13,000 people attended our productions last season. We hope this year even 
more will see our shows. We welcome members and volunteers to join us in the fun 
of producing quality theatre. 

Be a Player - There are many roles!  

• Members have a voice in the operation of Northumberland Players. Individual 
Memberships are $25.  A Family Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-
voting members, children and youth.  

• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in artistic, backstage, 
clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles. If you'd like to volunteer, 
call 905-372-0577 and sign up online.  

• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.  
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for 
more information, to donate and/or sign up.  

Visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, 
Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577.  
We accept VISA and Master Card. The office is 
open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.  
         

 



 

 

Bill Walker 

Bill is delighted to be making his Northumberland Players debut in 
Leaving Home by David French. It is a return to the stage for Bill as an 
actor having focused on directing for the past few years. His last 
stage performance was as Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s Amadeus. Playing 
the part of Harold in this wonderful ensemble piece, Bill credits his 
wonderful cast, crew and director for giving him the creative freedom 
to explore his character. 

 

 

 
  

 

 
The Cast 

(in order of appearance) 
 

Mary Mercer  . . . . Christine Sharp 

Ben Mercer . . . . Luke Paron* 

Billy Mercer  . . . . Corey Auwaerter* 

Jacob Mercer  . . . . Neil Torrie 

Kathy Jackson  . . . . Tia Richie* 

Minnie Jackson . . . . Kim Brouwer  

Harold . . . . Bill Walker 

*student 
 
 

Setting 
Toronto, 1958 

 
 

Intermission 
There will be one 15-minute intermission. 

Refreshments are available in the 2nd floor Blair Room 
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Production Sponsors 

We thank our production sponsors and encourage you to support these 
local businesses: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Are you interested in seeing your business on this page? See details at 

www.northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sponsorship 

 

 

Luke Paron – Ben Mercer 

Luke discovered a passion for acting when he auditioned for his first 
musical, Bowmanville High school's production of Cabaret. After 
playing the role of Cliff Bradshaw, he found himself looking for every 
opportunity to be involved in the theatre. He has trained with the 
Stratford Festival Shakespeare School, as well as with Innovative Arts 
and Canadian Dance Company. This is his third show with 
Northumberland Players, previously appearing in Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat and Sister Act. 

 

Corey Auwaerter – Billy Mercer  

Corey is making his performance debut as “Billy”. He has worked 
behind the scenes as a member of the backstage crew for Sister Act 
and has twice served as a mentor for the Northumberland Players' 
Summer Theatre Camp. He recently completed high school at 
Cobourg College Institute and plans to attend university in the fall. He 
grew up in Toronto but is enjoying life in Cobourg. 
 

 

Neil Torrie – Jacob Mercer   

The Firehall Theatre is Neil's favourite place to perform - he 
affectionately refers to the venue as "the garage". He has appeared 
in Twelve Angry Men, God of Carnage, It’s A Wonderful Life and To 
Shut the Mouths of Lions in this space in recent years. Playing Jacob 
has been on the bucket list for some time, in part because it is a piece 
of Canadiana - leaving the familiar to make a new life.   

 

 

Tia Richie – Kathy Jackson 
Tia is thrilled to make her acting debut in Leaving Home. She learned 
of her love for the stage at the tender age of three. Tia is a member 
of The Treblemakers, the competitive girls’ choir at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Secondary School and also the St. Mary’s Singers. She was 
the lead singer of a youth band, Jack of Hearts. She was featured in 
Fisque Teen Magazine in 2016. Tia plans to pursue acting and would 
like to thank everyone who has supported and encouraged her since 
day one, especially Matt and the rest of the Leaving Home cast. 

 

Kim Brouwer – Minnie Jackson 

Kim hails from London, Ontario, where she performed with many 
community and professional theatre companies as an actress, singer 
and dancer. Last year, she relocated from Toronto and fulfilled a 
promise to herself to return to her first love, ‘treading the boards'.  
This is her third appearance with the Northumberland Players - last 
season appearing as Veronica in Once Upon A Rocking Chair. This 
season she appeared as Cissy Robson in Quartet and is thrilled to 
return as Minnie Jackson in Leaving Home. She thanks Cobourg and 
the Players for making her feel so welcome. 



 

 
 

Anne-Marie Bouthillette - Producer 
Anne-Marie is honoured to be part of this talented team and to join 
Matt for the third time as producer. She also wants to extend a warm 
welcome and heartfelt thank you to her partner in crime Kaye Torrie, 
who saved her bacon and took us to the finish line with poise and 
professionalism. The Firehall is an exceptional venue for intimate, 
emotional pieces of theatre, and Anne-Marie is certain that Leaving 
Home will work its magic here on its audiences. Anne-Marie is 
grateful for the love and support of her Players family, who have 
been such an important part of her life these past 10 years. Enjoy the 
show! 

 

Kaye Torrie - Producer 

Kaye was so pleased to have been asked to step in and help out 
producing Leaving Home. Getting to know Matt, Kara and Anne-
Marie has been worth the effort. Each cast member has breathed life 
into their character though Kaye has taken a bit of special shine to 
“Jacob”. Kaye was Stage Manager of the multi-award winning show 
Boeing Boeing in 2016 and worked as Assistant Stage Manager on last 
year’s Vanya, Sonia, Masha and Spike.  

 

 

Matt Kowalyk - Director 
This is the third show that Matt Kowalyk has directed for The 
Northumberland Players, following The Glass Menagerie and Proof.  
Matt studied acting and directing at the University of Windsor and is 
so grateful to have been welcomed into the Players family where he 
can continue to see dreams come alive on stage for everyone that 
wants to dream them. 
 
   
 

 

Kara Besson 

Since 2012 when she was cast in More Work than a Puppy, Kara has 
been very busy both on stage and backstage. This is her third time as 
Stage Manager for one of Matt’s plays and sincerely hopes that it is 
an association that continues. On stage she has performed in 
Calendar Girls, All the King’s Women and Secret Garden. She has 
stage-managed a number of shows including The Glass Menagerie, 
Proof and Waiting for the Parade. 

 

 

Christine Sharp - Mary Mercer 

Although long-time local theatre-goers may remember her 
performances in the early 1990’s as Nellie Forbush in South Pacific, 
Josephine in HMS Pinafore, Casilda in The Gondoliers, Phyllis in 
Iolanthe, and Marie-Ange in Les Belles Soeurs, Christine may be more 
familiar to Northumberland Players' audiences as a director, most 
recently of A 1940's Radio Christmas Carol, Les Belles Soeurs, Agnes 
of God, The Kitchen Witches and The Trouble with Richard. 

 

Production Volunteers 

Producers . . . . Anne-Marie Bouthillette and Kaye Torrie 

Director . . . . Matt Kowalyk 

Stage Managers . . . . Kara Besson 

Set Designer . . . . Allyson Demoe 

Set Construction Lead . . . . John Matthew 

Set Construction Crew . . . . Frank Burns, Ken MacDonald, David McTavish 

Set Décor & Lead Painter  . . . . Leslee Argue 

Set Painting Crew . . . .  Sharon Anderson, Laura Andrews, Kara Besson, 
Marg Hilborn, Fran Martin, Kaye Torrie 

Costume Designer/Dresser . . . . Lisa Schnalzer-Misson 

Dreser/Props . . . . Abby Corkery 

Make-Up . . . . Alyssa England 

Properties Managers . . . . Rebecca Sumners, Leslee Argue, Kaye Torrie, 
Kara Besson 

Sound Designer  . . . . David Hoare and Matt Kowalyk 

Sound & Lights Operator . . . . Rebecca Sumners 

Lighting Design  . . . . David Hoare 

Prompters . . . . Kara Besson and Mary Doig 

Show Photographer . . . . Sherwood McLernon 

Poster Design . . . . Greg Curtis 

Program Design . . . . Maureen Holloway 

Front of House . . . . Doreen Page, Jack Boyagian, Nicola Joseph, 
Norma Connors, Fran Martin, Kelly Paron, 
Sharon Rathbone, Jody Forsyth, Micheline 
Prendergast, Marg Hilborn, Laura Andrews, 
Laura Garton, Dawn Watters, Lynne Templer, 
Jody Ledgerwood, Carlotta Rutledge, Norma 
Connors, Kathie Duthie, David Hutsell, Carol 
Banks 

 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 

 
  

 

Upcoming Shows 

 

 
 
 

 


