We thank our 2017-2018 Season Sponsors:
Platinum Sponsor

Director's Notes
Make no mistake about it, even though Alfred Hitchcock's 1935 film The 39
Steps was considered to be one of the top British films of all time, this play is
written entirely for laughs! Simon Corble and Nobby Dimon adapted the fourcharacter melodrama of The Thirty-Nine Steps from the 1915 John Buchan
novel. Patrick Barlow wrote this adaptation in 2005 and it has been touring the
world since. You don't need to know the film to understand it as a parody, but
it references many of Hitchcock’s films like Rear Window, Strangers on a Train,
Psycho, Vertigo and North by Northwest. If you saw any of the old action films
you will appreciate this genre. On the other hand, it is impossible to not use
some of the silliness of Mel Brooks and Monty Python when directing this play.
I wanted to make it a huge farcical theatrical event with some great old
fashioned stage-craft consistent with techniques of the 1930s period. I needed
a talented cast and stage crew and a creative and dedicated props, costume
and building crew. It was important to imply that these are things an old
theatre might have sitting around. The technical aspects of lighting and sound
were as challenging as a large musical. The costumes, the stage props, the set
pieces were all designed and built for a show that requires fast costume
changes and multiple uses of props. It was important to use stage pieces for
multiple uses to keep the pace at lightning speed. The design had to be such
that actors and backstage crew (there is a small army back there) work
together seamlessly to give the appearance of dozens of characters.
Then there are the actors. The conceit of this show is that 4 actors play
probably 80 different characters. We really have lost track. Rehearsals were
exhausting and confusing as actors change characters on the fly. Between
scenes they change the sets and change costumes. How the two clowns, Dave
Clark and Rob Davidson, kept their characters apart still amazes me. How
Garret Lee flies around stage, rarely coming off, is a physical feat in itself.
Stephanie Carrabin brings her acting talents creating three memorable
characters. The show is a physical roller coaster and I’m sure all cast members
have lost some weight. Thanks to the cast for your patience and your
willingness to experiment.
You will be impressed by the layers of stagecraft that these dedicated and
ridiculously talented artists have put together. At times I found it hard to keep
up with their ambitious designs and creative problem solving. This was an
ambitious project that has taken 5 months to make it happen. Thanks to the
team leaders, Mike Sonosky, project coordinator; Ann Hancock, costumes;
Sharon Anderson, prop; Jody Ledgerwood and team, painting. Please read the
program for the complete list and you will recognize this effort as I cannot
possibly thank everyone.
Finally, thanks to Fran Martin…a producer with an amazing talent for organizing
all of the steps required. Believe me there were more than 39 steps. Enjoy!

Jack Boyagian

enriching lives dramatically

Who Are Northumberland Players?
At Northumberland Players our mission is to provide opportunities to participate in all
aspects of quality theatre.
In its 41 years. Northumberland Players, a not-for-profit comminity theatre, has won
numerous Theatre Ontario awards for performance, directing, music and production. Its
active youth theatre program includes a major children’s production presented every
Christmas season and drama camps that run throughout the summer months.
Over 300 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers, who worked as actors, directors, producers, set
builders, costume makers, etc., last year are proof there is passion for live theatre in
Northumberland County. Last year, 13,000 tickets were sold for our performances. By
supporting our not-for-profit theatre company, your entertainment dollars stay in the
community, creating cultural and economic benefits that ripple throughout our community.
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces, and a ground-floor
theatre. The Firehall Founders' Theatre is an intimate venue with comfortable seating that
can be arranged in various configurations to present innovative theatre to smaller
audiences.
Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg houses Cobourg Costumes, the Players' vast
collection of period and contemporary costumes, all of which are available for rentals.
Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space on Loveshin Road for set storage and
construction.
Over 13,000 people attended our productions last year. We hope this year even more will
see our shows. We welcome members and volunteers to join us in the fun of producing
quality theatre.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
• Members have a say in the operation of Northumberland Players. Individual Memberships
are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes spouses
and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community
theatre. Artistic, backstage, clerical, construction,
production and/or technical roles. For a complete list of
opportunities, see our website.
• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support. Our
season and production sponsors help pay thecosts of
putting on our productions. In recent years, a grant from
the Rotary Club of Cobourg enabled us to upgrade the
sound and lighting systems. Personal donations can help
children go to theatre camp.
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information, to donate and/or sign up.
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577.
We accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.

Join us for the
Northumberland Players

Annual General Meeting
at the Firehall Theatre
213 Second Street, Cobourg
Friday, November 10, 2017, at 7:00 pm
Come on out! Have a say!
Get the current news, elect your Board of Directors
and enjoy some refreshments afterwards.
While all are welcome at our AGM,
only members in good standing may vote
or stand for nomination to the Board of Directors.
(New members must apply by October 20 to vote this year).
Sign up and pay for membership
($25 for individuals and $40 for families) at
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved
or by calling the Firehall Theatre at 905-372-0577
If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors for 2017-18,
see details in "Annual General Meeting on November 10, 2017"
under News at www.northumberlandplayers.ca

Cast
Rob Davidson . . . Clown 1
Dave Clark . . . Clown 2
Garret Lee . . . Robert Hanney
Stephanie Carrabin . . . Annabella, Margaret,
Pamela
The will be one 15-minute intermission.
The 50/50 draw will be held at the end of the intermission.

For your safety, please remain seated during the
performance until the house lights are turned on.

The original London production directed by Maria Aitken,
designed by Peter McKintosh, lighting designed by Ian Scott,
sound designed by Mic Pool, and movement directed by Toby
Sedgwick opened at the Tricycle Theatre in Kilburn in August
2006 and transferred to the Criterion Theatre in the West End on
14th September 2006. The original production was directed by
Fiona Buffini.
This production is licensed and the films distributed by ITV Global
Entertainment Ltd.
“The 39 Steps” is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL
FRENCH, INC.
THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR
OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS
PRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS ON ANY
MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR’S RIGHTS
AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT
LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:
WWW.SAMUELFRENCH.COM/WHITEPAPER

We thank our production sponsors for The 39 Steps and
encourage you to support these local businesses:

Next Dinner Theatre!

Matt Blundell - Lighting Design
This is my third production with Northumberland Players and
first in the role of Lighting Designer. Previously I was involved
with lighting for Les Misérables and most recently on stage for
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat. I am excited
by the opportunities and challenges that this show presents and
am happy to be lighting such a gifted cast as they entertain you
in this wonderful show. Hope you enjoy!
Catherine Holland – Sound Operator
Catherine is thrilled to be part of the sound crew for “The 39
Steps”. She has thoroughly enjoyed working with such a
talented group of people, both cast and crew. Thank you for
supporting community theatre!
Rebecca Sumners - Backstage Crew/Dresser
Rebecca is thrilled to be part of such a fantastic show with
incredibly talented actors, and grateful to her fam jam for
supporting her love of local community theatre!

Acknowledgements
We thank the following people and businesses for their helping to make
The 39 Steps happen:
The Volunteers at the Northumberland Players Costume House
Ed McLean – loan of antique steering wheel, antique milk bottles and carrier
Kevin Paddick – plane tail
Graham Richardson – train station signs
Rachel Del Bello – Bobby hat
Legacy Vintage Building Materials and Antiques – wooden pitchfork and
fireplace
Nessies – Scotsman
Wernfrid Doll from Edward Jones – projector to make Scotsmen puppets
Leslee Argue
Chris Sharp
Paul Hussey
Jim Moore
Tim Russell
Ross McKie and Ian McFarlane – Pipers
Alina Adjemian – choreography
Stevensons Moving and Cartage – picking up and delivering set

Production Volunteers
Producer
Director
Stage Manager

...
...
...

Fran Martin
Jack Boyagian

Assistant Stage Manager

...

Carlotta Rutledge and Linda Cardie

Set Designer
Set and Properties Lead
Properties
Prop Builders

...
...
...
...

Jan Crane and Jack Boyagian
Mike Sonosky
Mike Sonosky, Sharon Anderson
Mike Chowns, Ralph Curtis, Jim Finan, Rob
Howells, David McTavish, Scott Moddle, Kevin
Paddick, Jim Pyatt
Jack Boyagian, Frank Burns, JIm Finan, John
Forder, David Hutzel, Ken MacDonald, John
Matthew, David McTavish, Scott Moddle, Tony
Pearce, Tim Russell, Graham Richardson, Mike
Sonosky, Klaus Schroeder, Jake Torrie, Borden
Taylor, Mike Vlajkov, Tony Walker

Set Painters

...

Set Dressers
Costume Designer
Hair and Wigs
Lighting Design
Lighting Hang
Sound Design
BBC Announcer
Sound Set-up
Sound Operator
Show Photographer
Voice Recordings

...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...

Jody Ledgerwood, Linda Cardie, Anthea
Goodwin, Fran Martin, Carlotta Rutledge
Sharon Anderson, Leslee Argue
Anne Hancock and Sharon Anderson
Muriel White
Matt Blundell
Matt Blundell and David Hoare
Jack Boyagian and Carlotta Rutledge
Henry Hawkes
Victor Svenningson, Jim Finan
Catherine Holland
Sherwood McLernon and Elaine Amenta
Victor Svenningson

Poster Design
Program

...
...

Greg Curtis
Maureen Holloway

Marketing Consultant
Backstage Crew

...
...

Jessica Outram
Sharon Anderson, Linda Cardie, Fran Martin,
Scott Moddle, Carlotta Rutledge, Jamie
Spereman, Rebecca Sumners

Set Builders

Lynne Templer

Facebook
Webmaster

...
...

Evan Soutter, Marley Soutter
Maureen Holloway

Freeloaders

...

Sharon Anderson, David Badadali, Kristy Bird,
Jack Boyagian, Frank Burns, Linda Cardie, Derick
Cunningham, Greg Curtis, John Forder, Bryon
Gelineau, Catherine Holland, Bill Kelly, Fran
Martin, Ethan May, Scott Moddle, Kevin
Paddick, Trevor Rodie, Tim Russell, Val Russell,
Carlotta Rutledge, Mike Sonosky, Jamie
Spereman, Evan Soutter, Marley Souter, Reg
Stevenson, Dakota Stevenson, Lynne Templer,
Mike Vlajkov, Mima Vlajkov

Sharon Anderson – Props Sourcing, Costumes, Dresser
This is Sharon’s second season at Northumberland Players. This
summer Sharon has been working behind the scenes on The 39
Steps. She has been sourcing and building props, assisting with
sets and costumes. During performances she is joining the
backstage crew for all performances. Throughout the year, you
will find Sharon at the Costume Rental on Mondays, where she
alters, mends and sews.
Ann Hancock- Costumes
Since moving to Cobourg in 1998, Ann has designed or sewn for
over thirty local productions. Suzanne Mess discovered Ann’s
love of fabrics, sewing and theatre and they were put to use in
Evita, Man of La Mancha, Seussical, Spamalot and Les
Misérables. Ann finds each show to be a new and stimulating
challenge as well as a wonderful opportunity to work with so
many talented and dedicated people.
Jody Ledgerwood – Paint Lead
Jody is an active member and Director on the Board for
Northumberland Players & the Northumberland Hills
Association of Realtors . She enjoys participating as crew on
productions but her true love is to be on the stage. Most
recently you may have seen her in Jenny’s House of Joy; Boeing,
Boeing; Macbeth or Harvey. Jody would like to credit her
family & friends for their constant support of her volunteer
efforts both on and off the stage. Enjoy the show !

Get Your 50/50 Tickets Now!

The sale of Northumberland Players 50/50 tickets supports the Education Fund.
Each year, the Northumberland Players Education Fund awards $500 scholarships.
The Northumberland Players Performing Arts Award is awarded to one student
in the graduating class of each secondary school in Northumberland County who
who has participated in the Performing Arts and who is pursuing post-secondary
studies, many of them in the performing arts.
The Northumberland Players 40th Anniversary Award was initiated in June 2016
to recognize the contribution made by young volunteers to Northumberland
Players productions.
For the list of 2017 recipients, and more information on these awards, please visit:
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/scholarships
The 50/50 draw will be held at the end of the 15-minute intermission.

Fran Martin – Producer
Fran moved to Cobourg a year and a half ago and quickly joined
the Northumberland Players starting with painting sets then as
Assistant Props Manager for one of last season’s Best Western
plays, Vanya, Sonya, Masha and Spike. Upon the invitation of
Jack Boyagian and under his mentorship , she is now producing
the play you are about to see. Fran is thrilled to be a part of
The 39 Steps. Enjoy the show!
Lynne Templer - Stage Manager
Lynne has been an active member of the Players for its entire 40
year history, working in many roles backstage and occasionally
onstage. She also runs the Players Costume House where she
will dress you for any event or special occasion
Carlotta Rutledge – Assistant Stage Manager, Sound Design
Carlotta moved to Cobourg from Picton, Ontario last year and is
thrilled to be part of the production team and talented cast of
The 39 Steps. Carlotta has over 40 years experience in Stage
Acting, Directing and Costuming. Her first performance for the
Northumberland Players was Joseph and his Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat, at the Cameo Capital Arts Centre in
Port Hope. Later this year she will Direct the Norm Foster play
st
Bob's Your Elf opening December 1 at the Firehall Theatre,
Cobourg.
Linda Cardie – Assistant Stage Manager
Linda moved to Cobourg 2 years ago, where she joined the
Northumberland Players working as a crew member backstage.
Each cast and crew have been fantastic and it’s been a great
experience whether it’s as prop manager, assistant stage
manager or reading plays with the Reading Committee. Linda
was in her high school theatre and afterwards enjoyed watching
theatre from afar, and now she is in the middle of things again.
Thank you Jack for making this play a joy to work on!!
Michael Sonosky – Props Manager and Build Lead
In Michael’s second season with the Northumberland Players,
he has once again, partnered with his wife (Sharon Anderson) to
take on all things “props”. Michael has been the lead to build
the set for The 39 Steps. He has used his scale modeling skills to
create some of the engineered props that you will see in action
on stage. He would like to thank the team of ingenious props
builders and the set builders.

Jack Boyagian – Director, Set and Sound Design
Jack Boyagian, President and Artistic Director of the
Northumberland Players, is this year's recipient of the 2017
Cobourg Civic Award for the Contribution to the Arts and
Education. He is especially proud of this award because he
considers it a collective award to all volunteers of the
Northumberland Players. He has been on stage in many
productions and has directed a couple dozen shows for the
Players and at East Northumberland Secondary School where he
taught drama and English for 26 years before retiring.
Rob Davidson - Clown 1
Rob grew up listening to The Goon Show and watching Monty
Python’s Flying Circus , so the chance to contribute to something
as whacky and off-beat as “The 39 Steps” was irresistible. He is
also delighted to be involved with the Northumberland Players
again after last season’s Twelfth Night playing Malvolio , the crazy
Puritan Pervert. Thanks to all the people at NP for their support
and enthusiasm. Hope the chicken was good!
Dave Clark - Clown 2
Dave Clark has been a Player since the late 1980s, from directing
and acting to Board membership, set building and dancing naked
in The Full Monty. He is the director of two recent Best Western
plays: Drinking Alone and Don't Dress For Dinner. And last year
he wrote and directed his own play, To Shut the Mouths of Lions,
at the Firehall Theatre. The 39 Steps is, he thinks, the most
challenging play he has ever acted in. You'll soon see why. He feels
privileged to work with everyone associated with this play and
wishes to acknowledge the talented, diverse and huge support
team helping the four actors on stage tonight.
Garrett Lee- Richard Hannay
This will be Garret’s first production with the Northumberland
Players this season. His most recent work includes roles such as
The Duke of Norfolk in Oshawa’s Little Theatre’s production of A
Man For All Seasons, and Theo in Steve Martin’s adaptation of
The Underpants. Garret is pleased and excited to be playing
Richard Hannay in this hilarious spoof on one of Alfred Hitchcock’s
early films.
Stephanie Carrabin – Annabella, Margaret, Pamela
After a summer spent in the sky paragliding Stephanie is happy to
be at the footlights once again with Northumberland Players and
chuffed to be working with such a fun troupe - seen, somewhat
seen and behind the scenes! "Laughter is the best medicine". She
is also terribly thrilled to finally be working with her cousin, Dave.
Liz would love this.

Upcoming Shows

by Delia Ephron, John Forster, Judith Kahan
Produced by Marley Budreau | Directed by Alina Adjemian and Jack
Boyagian
The Northumberland Players Youth Theatre presents a hilarious musical
romp through the joys and sorrows of being a child. Children give twentythree lessons in such subjects as how to beg for a dog, how to torture your
sister, how to act after being sent to your room, and how to laugh
hysterically. The fast-paced one-hour show is for kids of all ages and a great
outing for the entire family.
NOTE: A very special edition Sunday Matinee version aimed at very young
children ages 3-7 has been prepared.

Performances at Victoria Hall Concert Hall, Cobourg
School performances Nov 29, 30, Dec 1, 4.
Call 905-372-2210 for school group rates
Public performances: Dec 2 and 3, 2017 at 2:00 pm only
Tickets: Children $8 (+ handling) Adults $12 (+ handling)
Call the box office at 905-372-2210 or 1-855-372-2210
or purchase online at www.concerthallatvictoriahall.com
How to Eat Like a Child is presented by special arrangement by Samuel French, Inc.

For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca
and for updates on what's happening "Like" us on Facebook.

