
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
We thank our 2016-2017 Season Sponsors: 
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Who are Northumberland Players? 

Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the 

whole family. Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year. 

In its 40 years, Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for performance, 

directing, music and production. They also have a very active young people's theatre 

program which performs a major children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps 

throughout the summer months. A Charlie Brown Christmas was seen by 2800 children and 

their families. 

Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 250 

enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set builders, 

costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in Northumberland County. 

When you attend a not-for-profit theatre company performance, your entertainment dollars 

stay in the community, the cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout 

Northumberland County. We truly suppport Buy Local Northumberland. 

Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The 

building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces and a ground-floor 

theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue that can be arranged in various 

configurations to present innovative theatre.  

Northumberland Players Costume House at Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg, is the 

home of the Players' vast collection of period and contemporary costumes available for 

rentals for theatrical and other events. Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space 

on Loveshin Road for set storage and construction. 

Be a Player - There are many roles!  

We also welcome members and volunteers to join us in producing quality theatre. 

• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General Meeting, 

and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going support for the 

administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes 

spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.  

• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in acting, artistic, backstage, 

clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production teams or in 

administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job". 

• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.  

Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information, to ask for our newsletter, 

to donate and/or sign up.  

You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We 

accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.  

You can also contact us at info@northumberlandplayers.com 
 

nriching lives dramatically 
Director's Notes 

 
Proof.  It’s what, in many senses, we are always on the lookout for.  
Proof - definitive evidence that something is true.  The pursuit of 
truth, or proof, is something that we all have experienced and it’s 
something that David Auburn, the author of the play, has explored 
beautifully.  Finding truth, love, companionship, compromise all the 
while striving to show that one is capable of these things and more 
are covered with elegance in the play you’re about to see.  There 
are many themes to this show (it won the Pulitzer for a reason) and 
we’ve worked hard to explore them all; gender equality, mental 
health, and of course, trust itself.  Taking that final step however, no 
matter what proof one has, is always an act of trust and we see that 
in all the characters here that trust is the final piece of the puzzle 
and can be the hardest thing to do. 
  
I’d like to take a bit of space to thank all that were involved in this 
production.  I learned many a lesson last season directing The Glass 
Menagerie.  Putting faith in the people that know their jobs better 
than me was the biggest.  Thanks to Will Ryan (and Jennie) for 
another brilliant set.  Thanks to everyone that worked so hard to 
build it, light it, make us sound good, dress the actors and make 
sure the props were correct.  There’s more than enough proof to 
show that you’ve earned and deserve our trust. 
I thank the cast for putting up with my endless tinkering.  I’ve was 
lucky to work with an amazing cast last season and this year has 
been no different.  I’m always amazed at the level of dedication.  
Thank you. 
Last but not least I’d like to thank Kara Besson, my Stage Manager.  
I’d be completely lost without her.  She’s the boss - you need no 
more proof than my word to believe that. 

 

Matt Kowalyk   

 



 

 

  Cast 

Catherine  . . . Marley Soutter 

Robert . . . Christopher Sharp 

Harold “Hal” Dobbs . . . Evan Soutter 

Claire . . . Lucy Caldwell 

 

Setting:  Chicago, late 1990s 

 

There will be one 15-minute intermission.  

Light refreshments are available 

in the Blair Room on the 2nd floor. 
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The Set Design team would like to thank Legacy Vintage 
Hardware and Building Supplies for their loan of the beautiful 

pendant light fixture. 



 

 

  

 

Marley Soutter - Catherine 

Marley Soutter is delighted to be playing Catherine in 
Northumberland Players’ production of Proof alongside 
her talented cast mates (including her husband!).  
Thanks to our director Matt for making this an 
artistically challenging and rewarding experience.  
Recent/favorite credits include Lily in The Secret 
Garden, Linda Lauzon in Les Belle Soeurs, Sister 
Amnesia in Nunsense and Maria in The Sound of Music. 
    

 

Christopher Sharp - Robert 
Christopher is delighted to be appearing at the Firehall 
Theatre in his 84th stage acting role. Recent comedic 
roles include Dr. Chumley in Harvey, Ivan in Drinking 
Alone, Paravacini in The Mousetrap, Bernard in Don't 
Dress for Dinner, Charley and Davey in Bedtime 
Stories, and Willy, the crazy Scotsman, in The Trouble 
with Richard. Favourite musical roles include King 
Arthur in Spamalot with the Whitby Courthouse 
Players; Captain Hook in Peter Pan, Ernst Ludwig 
in Cabaret, The Judge in Sweeney Todd and Inspector 
Closely in The Last Resort, all with the Northumberland 
Players. During the day, Christopher hones his acting 
skills working as a Vice Principal at Marc Garneau 
Collegiate Institute in Toronto. He is delighted to be 
working with Matt K. and the cast and crew on this 
prime production. 

 

Evan Soutter – Harold “Hal” Dobbs 
Evan is ebullient to be making his Northumberland 
Players straight play debut in this exciting production of 
Proof! After finding his love of theatre in the 
Northumberland Players musical scene with roles in 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Les Miserables and most 
recently Secret Garden, he was looking to try his hand 
in acting without accompaniment and has found his 

love of the theatre renewed in this production! 

 

Lucy Caldwell - Claire 
Lucy began performing with The Northumberland 
Players at the age of 8 in the production of The King 
and I. Since then, Lucy has been part of many shows 
including Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dream 
Coat, The Enchanted Forest and Jesus Christ Superstar. 
Recently, Lucy has appeared in Les Miserables, The 
Secret Garden and The Spirit Garden. Lucy also enjoys 
singing and is sings with two local choirs, Safe Harbour 
and The Oriana Singers.  Lucy is excited to be a part of 

the cast of Proof.  

 

We thank our production sponsors and supporters and encourage 
you to support these local businesses: 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

  
Production Volunteers 

Producer . . . Anne-Marie Bouthillette 

Director . . . Matt Kowalyk 

Stage Manager . . . Kara Besson 

Set Designer . . . Will Ryan 

Set Construction Head . . .  Garth Holloway 

Set Builders . . . Jack Boyagian, David Brister, 
Frank Burns, Dave Clark, John 
Forder, Jake Foster, Ken 
MacDonald, David McTavish, 
Jean Philion, Klaus Schroeder, 
Tony Walker 

Set Dressers . . . Jennie Ryan, Will Ryan 

Set Painters . . . Jennie Ryan, Will Ryan 

Costumes . . . Lisa Schnalzer-Missen 

Properties . . . Derrick Cunningham 

Assistant Stage Manager . . . Meaghan Macdonald 

Lighting Design and Operator . . . Ward McCance 

Sound Design . . . David Hoare, Matt Kowalyk 

Sound Operator . . . Oliver Graf 

Production Photographer . . . Shawn Lowe, The Catcher 
Photography 

Poster Design . . . Greg Curtis 

Mathematics Consultant . . . Derrick Cunningham 

Social Media . . . Alina Adjemian 

Program  . . . Anne-Marie Bouthillette 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Matt Kowalyk - Director 
Matt Kowalyk has loved theatre since he can remember.  
The recipient of 4 acting awards from the Sears Drama 
Festival (2 for Waiting For Godot) when in high school, Matt 
went on to study acting and directing briefly at the 
University of Windsor.  While there, he performed in The 
Importance of Being Ernest, and several student films.  Matt 
is very happy to be able to revive his passion for the theatre 
at NHP, starting with 12 Angry Men, Glengarry Glen Ross, 
It's a Wonderful Life, directing The Glass Menagerie and 
now directing Proof. 
 

 

Anne-Marie Bouthillette - Producer 
This marks Anne-Marie’s 8th season with the Players, and 
her fourth time producing.  She also produced The Glass 
Menagerie for Matt last year, and was delighted when he 
asked her to work with him again with PROOF.  You may 
remember Anne-Marie as “Gretchen” in last season’s 
production of Boeing Boeing, and can catch her again later 
this season in Jenny’s House of Joy. 

 

Kara Besson – Stage Manager 
Kara has been working with the Northumberland Players, 
both in front of an audience and behind the scenes for the 
last 5 years. This year she is pleased to be once again 
working with Matt Kowalyk as Stage Manager for PROOF. 
Kara has worked as ASM for Calendar Girls and Les 
Miserables and as Stage Manager for Mousetrap, The 
Glass Menagerie and Spirit Garden. She would like to 
thank the cast and crew for making her job so easy and to 
all of her friends within the Northumberland Players for 
their continued support. 
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For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca 
and for updates on what's happening Like us on Facebook. 


