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Directors Notes
My first exposure to The Jungle Book was in 1967 when I saw the Walt
Disney musical animated film at the drive-in with my family. I was not
much of a reader then, but I do remember loving the film and eventually
reading the Rudyard Kipling stories. The stories were full of adventure and
the main characters were so endearing. A new generation of children
discovered the story through the recent 2016 movie: darker than the
original movie but still true to the Kipling stories.
Fables are a great way to discuss moral issues and right and wrong choices
with children. Perhaps this is why this show has sold out to the school
groups. Teachers appreciate stories that explore moral issues and this
Robintette stage play explores the forces of good and evil, the importance
of family, the appreciation of the animal kingdom, bullying, racism and the
connection between the laws of the jungle and the laws of human life.
The boy Kipling writes the story using his experiences with the bullies in
his life to find his place in the world; he is Mowgli. Often you will see him
physically walk into the jungle on stage. I wanted this connection to be
obvious. The school is a jungle for him and he needs to survive. He does so
by finding himself through his writing. He finds his voice with the help of
his teachers, Crofts and Baloo. His struggles are tame compared to the
bullying that some children experience, but hopefully the children of today
can relate.
The mounting of the play had its challenges. Directing twenty-six children
from age 8 to 14 with varying acting abilities is exhausting at times, but
very rewarding. This cast has worked hard for nearly three months
rehearsing twice a week. Seeing growth in their confidence and skills is so
rewarding. Their laughter and energy keeps me coming back for more.
Thank you teachers for organizing the trip to come to the show. Thanks to
the Northumberland Players for creating opportunities for young children
and thanks to the parents for entrusting us with your children. I cannot tell
you how good the arts are for the growth and development of your child.
A special thanks to the parents and the volunteers at the Costume House
for these amazing costumes. Thanks to Marg Hilborn, Alina Adjemian,
Kristy Bird and Dana Petrillo for helping with the rehearsals, to Tiffany
Wolters for coaching the actors, and to Ward McCance for coming to the
rescue with the lighting. Thanks so much to Starr Olsen for running a tight
ship. All of you have helped me navigate this jungle.

Jack Boyagian

The mandate of Northumberland Players Youth Theatre is to
engage more youth in live theatre, both as performers on
stage and on the production teams behind the scenes.
• At Summer and March Break Theatre Camps, children and youth
explore their interests in drama and develop theatre skills.
• Youth perform in many of our productions:
− those aimed at student audiences in roles such as Rudyard
Kipling, Mowgli, Akela, Shere Khan and all the children and the
animals in The Jungle Book; and
− in our regular productions in youth roles such as Viola and
Sebastian in Twelfth Night and as the children’s chorus in
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor® Dreamcoat
Auditions for The Jungle Book were held in September. Then the
fun began - actors rehearsing twice a week with the directors;
designers creating costumes, sets, sound designs and lighting
plans; props people searching out and creating the best items to
be used on stage; builders and painters creating the sets; and, last
but not least, a producer pulling all the details together so the
show is ready for you on opening day.
If you or your child might like to be a part of the fun, on stage or
off, check our website at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for
details about our camps, auditions, and workshops for children
and youth. You can sign up to receive our regular e-newsletter.
You can also give us a call at 905-372-0577. One of our volunteer
staff will be happy to return your call.
We hope you enjoy the show.

Cast in Order of Appearance
Jackson Gardiner…………………Rudyard Kipling
Josh Rhude…………………………..Hanley, Wolf
Carter Jean…………………………..Fielding, Wolf
Lauren Wilson………………………Headmistress Price, Wolf
Jamie Raymond……………………Sister Willies, Wolf, Monkey
Abby Corkery……………………….Miss Crofts, Wolf, Monkey
Nate Jean…………………………….Akela
Alexia Boyagian……………………Raksha
Avi Wolters………………………….Wolf Cub, Monkey, Bee
Vivian Worley………………………Wolf Cub, Bee
Julia Mack…………………………...Young Mowgli, Wolf, Monkey
Georgia Callaghan……………….Tabaqui
Emma Aitchison-Madill ………Shere Kahn
Rachel Clarke………………………Wolf, Monkey, Old Woman
Laura Bernier………………………Rann, Monkey, Wolf
Eve Bickle……………………………Wolf, Monkey, Bee
Gracie Bickle……………………....Wolf, Monkey, Bee
Lauren Rennie…………………….Wolf, Monkey. Young Woman
Abby Thornton……………………Wolf, Monkey
Rease Osborne…………………....Wolf, Monkey, Hathi
William Hall………………………..Wolf, Monkey
Lily Jean…………………………….Wolf, Monkey
Cierra White……………………….Kaa, Monkey, Wolf
Sam Hall…………………………….Baloo
Sarah Deleeuw…………………...Bagheera
Kira Gelineau……………………..Mowgli

We thank the following local businesses for their support of The Jungle
Book and encourage you to support them:
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Production Volunteers
Producer . . . Starr Olsen
Directors . . . Jack Boyagian
Stage Manager . . . Kristy Bird
Choreographer

..

Alina Adjmenian

Dance Captain . . . Rachel Clarke
Assistant Stage Manager . . . Marg Hilborn
Set Design . . . Jack Boyagian
Set Construction Lead . . . Jack Boyagian
Set Construction . . . Frank Burns, Ken MacDonald, Jean Philion,
Tim Russell, Klaus Schroeder
Set Painters . . . Allyson Demoe, Jody Ledgerwood, Jack
Boyagian
Freeloaders . . . Frank Burns, Jack Boyagian, David Cole,
Andrew Gardiner, Jody Ledgerwood, Kaleb
Taylor, Neil Thornton
Props . . . Norma Connors
Costume Designer . . . Marg Hilborn
Costume Team . . . Mary Elizabeth Clark, Anna Luken, Lynn
Templer, Dawn Watters, Tiffany Wolters
Head Seamstress . . . Lynne Templer
Snake Costume Creator . . . Tiffany Wolters
Sound Designer . . . Jack Boyagian
Sound Operator . . . Jack Boyagian
Lighting Designer . . . Ward McCance
Lighting Operator . . . Ward McCance, Dana Petrillo, Kristy Bird
Parent Support . . . Dana Petrillo, Lisa Gardiner, Amy
Thornton, Tiffany Wolters
Show Photographer . . . Alina Adjemian
Poster Designer . . . Greg Curtis
Program Designer . . . Maureen Holloway
Front of House Lead . . . Mary Doig
Front of House . . . Leslee Argue, Kara Besson, Mary Liz Clark,
Mary Doig, Judy Down, Kathleen Duthie,

Costumes for all ages. Thinking of a costume party?

Laura Garton, Mary Ghent, Marg Godawa,
Joan Macklin, Jen Osborne, Micheline
Prendergast, Christine Stone, Claudia and
Elliot Van der Meulen, Brenda Worsnop

