We thank our 2016-17 Season Sponsors:
Platinum Sponsor

We thank our production sponsors and encourage you
to support these local businesses:
Our Platinum Sponsor

Who are Northumberland Players?
Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the
whole family. In its 40 years, Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for
performance, directing, music and production. Last Season, Boeing Boeing won numerous
awards, and best production at the Eastern Ontario Drama League Festival and at the
Theatre Ontario Festival. We also have a very active Youth Theatre which performs a major
children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps throughout the summer months. A
Charlie Brown Christmas was seen by 2800 children and their families.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 250
enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set builders,
costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in Northumberland County.
Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year. When you attend a not-for-profit
theatre company performance, your entertainment dollars stay in the community, the
cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout Northumberland County. We truly
suppport Buy Local Northumberland.
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces and a ground-floor
theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue that can be arranged in various
configurations to present innovative theatre.
Northumberland Players Costume House at Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg, is the
home of the Players' vast collection of period and contemporary costumes available for
rentals for theatrical and other events. Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space
on Loveshin Road for set storage and construction.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
We also welcome members and volunteers to join us in producing quality theatre.
• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General Meeting,
and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going support for the
administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes
spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in acting, artistic, backstage,
clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production teams or in
administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job".
• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information about what we do and
what you can do!! Ask for our newsletter, donate, sign up as a member, register a child for
camp, audition, become a volunteer... Join us!
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We
accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.
You can also contact us by email at info@northumberlandplayers.com

Cast

Join us for the
Northumberland Players

Annual General Meeting

Anne Marie Bouthillette . . . Clara
Rachel Downey . . . Natalie

at the Firehall Theatre
213 Second Street, Cobourg
Monday, November 14, at 7:00 pm

Jody Ledgerwood . . . Jenny

Come on out! Have a say!
Get the current news, elect your Board of Directors
and enjoy some refreshments afterwards.
While all are welcome at our AGM,
only members in good standing may vote.
Sign up and pay for membership
($25 for individuals and $40 for families) at
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved
or by calling the Firehall Theatre at 905-372-0577
If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors for 2016-17,
see details in "Annual General Meeting on November 14, 2016"
under News at www.northumberlandplayers.ca

Heather Sessions . . . Frances
Amber Vibert . . . Anita
Setting:
Act 1 Setting: Jenny's House of Joy, 1871, a whorehouse in the
cattle town of Baxter Springs, Kansas
Act 2 Setting: Jenny's House of Joy, five weeks later
There will be a 20 minute intermission

Get Your Tickets Now!
The sale of Northumberland Players 50/50 draw tickets supports the
Education Fund. Each year the Northumberland Players Education Fund
awards $500 scholarships to students graduating from Northumberland
secondary schools who have participated in the performing arts and who
are attending post-secondary studies, many of them in the performing
arts.
For the list of 2016 recipients and details on these awards, see:
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/scholarships/

The 50/50 draw will be held at the end of the 15-minute intermission.
You must be present to win.

For your safety, please remain seated
during the performance
until the house lights are turned on.

present

by Christopher Durang
Produced by Catherine Holland | Directed by Jack Boyagian
Dinner Theatre at Best Western
Cobourg Inn & Convention Centre, Cobourg
Jan 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, Feb 3, 4, 5, 2017
Tickets $56 (all incl.) Call 905-372-2105
Vanya and Sonia And Masha and Spike is presented by special arrangement
with DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE, INC.

Rachel Downey - Natalie
Rachel is thrilled to be a part of this wonderful production, her
first with Northumberland Players. Hailing from Whitby, she
has indulged her love of acting, most recently in productions
like The Game's Afoot at Whitby Courthouse Theatre, and The
Tempest at Durham Shoestring Players. Rachel is an honors
graduate of Toronto Film School's acting program, and is also
an avid lover of music. When not acting, she teaches piano in
the Whitby area.
Jody Ledgerwood - Jenny
Jody joined Northumberland Players at 15. Her recent credits
include the multi-award winning Boeing Boeing, Macbeth,
Harvey, All the King’s Women, Calendar Girls, More Work
than a Puppy, Having Hope at Home (EODL Best Actress
Award) and The Affections of May. Jody coaches soccer,
volunteers with Habitat for Humanity, works in real estate,
and is a mom to her 3 children. She wishes to thank her family
and friends for all their love and support! Enjoy the show!
Heather Sessions - Frances
This is Heather's first show with the Northumberland Players.
Past shows in Durham include The Importance of Being
Ernest, an award-winning role as Bloody Mary in South Pacific,
Mind Game, The Wizard of Oz, and The Odd Couple, Female
Version. Many thanks to my car pool buddies and to the cast
and crew for making Jenny's House of Joy truly a joy and well
worth the drive!
Amber Vibert - Anita
Amber is thrilled to be playing the naive country girl, Anita, in
her first Players production and hopes you have as much fun
with her as Amber did! Amber has has appeared in Grease,
Jake's Women, Leading Ladies, Moon Over Buffalo, Beautiful
City, and The Laramie Project, and has worked with Durham
Improv, Class Act Dinner Theatre. Second City, and Pro Actors
Lab. Outside of acting, she is studying Criminology and enjoys
her adorable dog Nacho.
Linda Cardie - Properties Manager
Linda is recently recently retired and moved to Cobourg from
Toronto last year. She has always been interested in the
creative element of backstage of the Theatre since High
School. She got involved with Northumberland players as it
has an excellent reputation in the community theatre world.
Last year, she was on the script reading committee and
enjoyed reading each play.

Production Volunteers
Producer . . . Jack Boyagian
Director . . . John Lunman
Stage Manager . . . Lynne Templer
Assistant Stage Manager . . . Rebecca Sumners
Set Designer . . . Ken Forsyth
Set Construction Lead . . . John Forder
Set Construction . . .

Frank Burns, Ken MacDonald, Jake Foster, Garth
Holloway, Dave McTavish, Jean Phillion

Set Dresser . . . Jody Forsyth
Set Painters . . . Leslee Argue (lead), Kara Besson, Jody Forsyth, Ken
Forsyth,Laura Garton, Marg Hilborn, Jody Ledgerwood,
Fran Martin, Sharon Rathbone, Ruth Tessier, Lee
Wakelin, Theresa Wood, Brenda Worsnop
Freeloaders . . . Ken Brumby, Greg Curtis, Derrick Cunningham, Shawn
Dubeau, Jamie Finan, Jim Finan, Jody Forsyth, Ken
Forsyth, Catherine Holland, Beth Hunt, Jamie Hunt,
Jody Ledgerwood, Luke Paron, Chris Sharp, Evan
Soutter, Marley Soutter, Kyra Taylor, Kaleb Taylor
Set Builders . . . Jim Finan, John Forder, Jake Foster, Steve Haug, Garth
Holloway, Ken MacDonald, Rick Morrison, Mike Vlajkov,
Tony Walker
Costume Designer . . . Lisa Schnalzer-Missen
Seamstresses . . . Diane Schnalzer, Lisa-Missen-Schnalzer,
Properties Manager . . . Linda Cardie
Lighting Design, Hang . . . Tim Russell, David Hoare, Will Ryan, Evan Soutter,
Lighting Operator . . . Jack Boyagian, Lynne Templer
Sound Design . . . Jack Boyagian, Jack Lunman, Rachel Downey
Sound Operator . . . Catherine Holland
Hair . . . Muriel White
Make-Up

..

Alyssa England

Show Photographer . . . Sherwood McLernon
Poster Design . . . Greg Curtis
Program . . . Carol Banks, Maureen Holloway
Marketing . . . Alina Adjemian, Maureen Holloway, Laura Garton

Director’s Notes
Norm Foster is one of Canada’s most well known and prolific playwrights with
over a 150 productions of his plays every year. In the last 20 years hardly a year
has gone by without a new play of his debuting. He is one of the few Canadian
Writers to have a play run on Broadway.
Why is Foster so popular? He attributes it to his plays internal variety:
I find it far more satisfying if I can make an audience laugh and feel a
little heartache within the same story. The farces (Sinners, Self-Help)
are a lot of fun to write but it's the stories that touch an audience's
heart as well as it's funnybone that are the most rewarding.
However, another factor is his superb character development, Foster says,
I think for the most part, they're about ordinary people just trying
to get by in life. I never set out with a monumental purpose in
mind. I'm not trying to teach an audience a lesson or pass along
some profound message, because I don't think I'm qualified. What
I am trying to do is make them feel a little better about this world,
and that's not easy these days.
As a result his plays are about people you would like to meet and have as
friends. They are clever, interesting and quirky – continuing to surprise you in
good ways while you associate with them.
Welcome to Jenny’s House of Joy. The Old West in 1871 Kansas, is an iconic
setting popularized by film and television, and on stage. It was the era of the
gunfighters and the push west – Jesse James, the Youngers, and the Earps – all
legends. The frontier was a wild place with little law and order that did not
come from the barrel of a gun.
Jenny’s House of Joy looks at the lives of the women in a Cattle town brothel in
this period. We meet the four women who call this house home and a
mysterious interloper. Women had a hard time finding a foothold, particularly
if they were not willing to accept the standard roles of wife or mother. The only
legitimate profession open to them was teaching. Many were the opportunities
for scandal and disgrace… once that occurred you were on the outs and your
options narrowed rather quickly to prostitution if you did not have or want a
man to look after you.
They were referred to as “Soiled Doves” and they were a central part of most
old western towns. We have pictures of their lives in expensive photographs
and paintings that attest to the importance that they held. There is even a
gravestone in the famous Boot Hill which reads simply “Sarah, A Soiled Dove”.
Since graves cost money and carved stones even more – someone thought very
highly of Sarah. Look up “Soiled Doves” on the internet to see pictures and
stories to get you in the period. Jenny and her girls will be out to entertain you
shortly.

Lisa Schnalzer-Missen – Costume Designer
Lisa is the John L. Walley award winning designer for Best
Costuming for It’s a Wonderful Life. Lisa has costumed A
Midsummer Night’s Dream , Proof, Miracle on 34th Street,
The Glass Menagerie, Elephant Man, Cabaret, Jesus Christ
Superstar, and To Shut the Mouths of Lions. Lisa consults,
teaches, and designs for the photography, fashion, and
dance communities. She is thrilled to be costuming the
Soiled Doves in Jenny’s House of Joy.
Jody Forsyth – Set Decor
Jody joined the Players last year working on the awardwinning Boeing Boeing. She has done props and set design
and is excited to try her hand at set decor for Jenny's
House of Joy. Jody is also on the set design team of the
Players’ musical production of Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat which opens in February. Since
moving to Cobourg, she has enjoyed exploring various
volunteer opportunities in this great town!
John Forder - Set Construction Lead
John has been involved on Northumberland Players' set
construction team for 5 years. He has worked on all NP
productions, the new kitchen, and the Costume House
renovations. He was Set Construction Lead for the creative
and ambitious set for Agnes of God, and has returned as
Lead for the distinctly different set for Jenny's House of
Joy.
Leslee Argue - Set Painting lead
Leslee started volunteering with the Players about 8 years
ago. She started out helping to paint a set and then moved
on to set decor, props, producing and being on the Board
of Directors. Clearly she was hooked. And now she is back
to painting. After all, where else could you help decorate
an 1870's bordello!
Anne-Marie Bouthillette - Clara
This is Anne-Marie's 9th season with the Players. She
appeared as Gretchen in last season's award-winning
Boeing Boeing. Musical theatre drew her to the Players,
from her first role in Hair, Cabaret and Jesus Christ
Superstar. Her roles in More Work Than A Puppy, It's a
Wonderful Life and All the King's Women were comedic.
She also produces, stage-manages, and serves on the
Players' Board of Directors - this lovely crazy bunch of
community theatre peeps has become her second family!

Jack Boyagian - Producer
Jack Boyagian is the President and Artistic director of the
Northumberland Players. Jack has directed a couple dozen
shows for the Players and at East Northumberland Secondary
School where he taught drama and English for 26 years. Jack is
very proud and of the Players and this Town and community
that supports the performing arts. Jack is so excited that John,
Amber, Rachel and Heather committed to this project. Driving
from the Durham region three times a week for three months
shows a real love for the theatre.
John Lunman - Director
John has been involved in theatre both professionally and on a
community level for over 40 years. as director, actor and fight
choreograpoher. While this is his first production with
Northumberland Players, he is also currently involved with
Dancyn’s Production of Rocky Horror Picture Show as the
Narrator and with Dead Metaphor for Durham Shoestring
Performers. He has really enjoyed meeting and working with
this great group and hopes to do so again in the future. Has
plays, will travel.
Lynne Templer – Stage Manager
Lynne is a long time member of the Players. Over the years she
has taken on a hand full of acting roles, but prefers working
behind the scenes, mainly as stage manager. She has directed
and has been on the Players’ Board. She can be found on
Monday mornings at the Northumberland Players Costume
House, renting costumes for all sorts of occasions.
Ken Forsyth – Set Designer
Ken joined the Players last year helping on set construction and
décor on the award winning Boeing Boeing, and now working
on set design. Ken will put his skills to work on the set design of
the Players’ musical production of Joseph and the Technicolor
Dreamcoat which opens in February. He is thankful for the
opportunity to work with such a talented (and patient!) group
of people. It's been great to learn about theatre from this
perspective!
Rebecca Sumners - Assistant Stage Manager
Rebecca was actively involved in Northumberland Players Youth
Theatre and received the Northumberland Players Award in
1992. She studied study Theatre at Trent university before
changing her major to something more "practical". Several
years later, Rebecca returned to NP and appeared in To
Grandmother's House We Go. Now, with her daughter involved
in NP's Youth Theatre, she has returned to NP and is eager to
learn and get involved wherever she can!

This is my first show with Northumberland Players although I have been directing
both professionally and in community theatres for 40 years. It has been a pleasure
working with this well-run company. Jenny and her girls have been working very
hard to prepare this entertainment for you; it has been a pleasure working with
these amazing actresses.
But a show only gets produced with the extremely hard work of a team that you
never see and who do not get direct applause. I want to make sure to acknowledge
the production team: Ken and Jody Forsyth who designed and furnished Jenny’s
House; John Forder and his set construction team who built it; Lisa SchnalzerMissen who dressed Jenny and her girls in sexy historical clothing; Jack Boyagian
who as producer kept the whole process running smoothly; Lynne Templer who is
running the show backstage now that my job is done; the dozens of other people
who assisted, stitched, hammered and chased down all the details that go into
making this show one of the easiest I have had to work on in a very long while.
Sit back and enjoy Jenny’s house of Joy and don’t forget to tip – the girls have to
live don’t you know.
Thanks,
John Lunman
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We thank the following for their contributions tothe success of this production:
Beyond the Blue Box
Northumberland Players Costume House Volunteers
Dianne Schnalzer of Aberfeldy Hall Antiques, Colborne
Swen Kraumanis and Christine Jenkinson of
Legacy Vintage Building Materials and Antiques, Cobourg
Primitive Designs, Port Hope
Mike Chowns, Ward McCance, Alina Adjemian
Marg Hilborn and the NP Office Volunteers
The 50/50 volunteers: Sharon Rathbone, Chris Sharpe, Christine Sharp,
Diane Morrison, Rick Morrison, Kara Besson, Leslee Argue, Mary-Elizabeth Clark,
Dave Clark, Marg Godawa, Ed Godawa, Carol Banks, David Hutzel, Marley Soutter,
Evan Soutter, Beth Hunt and Jamie Hunt
And thank you Jack Boyagian for organizing the Opening Night Club.
For opening night discounted tickets for any Northumberland Players show,
email boyagianjack@gmail.com to join.

announces
Northumberland Players
present

The Musical for the season!
Snappy songs of the season performed in fourpart harmony. A 1940s Radio Christmas
Carol is a funny, touching, and joyful addition to
your holiday celebrations.
Firehall Theatre, Cobourg
Dec. 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 2016 at 8:00 pm
Dec. 4, 8, 15, 2016 at 7:30 pm
Dec 4, 11, 18, 2016 at 2:00 pm
Tickets $25 (+ handling)
Call 905-372-2210 or1-855-372-2210
or book online at
www.concerthallatvictoriahall.com
A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol is presented by special arrangement
with Samuel French, Inc.

For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca
and for updates on what's happening Like us on Facebook.

