We thank our 2016-17 Season Sponsors:
Platinum Sponsor

Director's Notes
A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol, despite its exuberant music and
uproarious recreation of what went on behind the scenes during
a live radio performance, serves as a tribute to the grace, spirit,
and unflagging optimism of those who endured the war years
whether overseas or on the homefront.
It also reminds us of how transient so many things that we take
for granted may be.
Who eats Nesselrode pie any more? Once a staple dessert at
Christmas celebrations, it no longer exists in its authentic form.
Who would have thought, back in December, 1943, that by the
end of that decade, billions upon billions of American chestnut
trees from which the pie's essential ingredient was derived would
be gone, utterly destroyed as a species by blight?
How close we can come to losing so much.
Please treasure all of the little things that make this season so
special, and please remember those who made our enjoyment of
them possible.
Christine Sharp, Director

Who are Northumberland Players?
Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the
whole family – and celebrating our 40th Anniversary! In its 40 years, Northumberland
Players has won numerous Eastern Ontario Drama league and Theatre Ontario awards
for performance, directing, music and production. We also have a very active Youth
Theatre which performs a major children’s production in December, and runs drama
camps throughout the summer.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over
250 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set
builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in
Northumberland County.

Be a Player - There are many roles!
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre – in acting, artistic,
backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production
teams or in administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job" and you can too. For
more information on all the things you could do and to sign up, go to:
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sign-volunteer/
• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General
Meeting, and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going
support for the administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family
Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
To become a member, go to:
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/membership/
• Donors provide financial support. To find out how you can make a donation, go to:
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/donate/
• Sponsors provide support for productions or for a season and receive advertising
during their sponsorship. To learn more about sponsorship, go to:
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sponsorship/
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more
information about what we do and what you can do!
Ask for our newsletter, donate, sign up as a member,
register a child for camp, audition, become a volunteer...
Join us!
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577.
We accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.
You can also contact us by email at info@northumberlandplayers.com

Christopher Sharp – Cholly Butts
Christopher has enjoyed combining two of his favourite pastimes,
acting and singing, in this, his 85th adventure “treading the
boards”. Favourite roles include Robert in Proof, King Arthur in
Spamalot (Whitby Courthouse), Willy in The Trouble with Richard,
The Judge in Sweeney Todd, and Captain Hook in Peter Pan.
.
Evan Soutter – Isadore “Buzz” Crenshaw
Evan is extremely excited to be involved with such an incredibly
talented cast and crew in this production! If you're a frequent
Northumberland Players' production attendee you will have most
recently seen him as Hal in Proof. It's been a joy to bring Buzz to
life! Let's face it, how many times do you get asked to stand in a
corner and just make a lot of noise? Enjoy the show!
Marley Soutter – Judith Davenport
Marley is delighted to be playing Judith in Northumberland
Players’ production of A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol and to be
sharing the stage with her talented cast mates. Recent/favorite
credits include Catherine in Proof, Lily in The Secret Garden and
Linda Lauzon in Les Belle Soeurs. Merry Christmas!

Kyler Tonkin – “Little” Jackie Sparks
Kyler shared his love of theatre with dozens of children this past
July and August as a mentor at the Northumberland Players'
summer theatre camp. Recently, he starred as Bert in East
Northumberland Secondary School's production of Mary Poppins,
and he will be seen again soon in the upcoming Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at the Capitol Theatre.
Tiffany Wolters - Margie O"Brien
Tiffany is excited to be back at the theatre this time for a musical,
which she is thoroughly enjoying! She is a not-so-mild-mannered
veterinarian during the day, and spends her evenings not at the
theatre with her husband and 2 children, Aviendha and Reed. This
th
is Tiffany’s 10 show with the Players, and some of her favorite
roles include Agnes in Agnes of God, Molly in The Mousetrap, and
Lady Macbeth in The Scottish Play.
Mike Sonosky – Assistant Décor & Props
Mike joined the Northumberland Players this season as a “Newbie” and is having a
great time creating the numerous props required for A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol.
Mike is also assisting with set décor and set construction which makes use of his
many skills, honed over thirty years, as a scale model railroad enthusiast. Mike
would like to thank the entire cast along with the production team members in
th
welcoming him to the Players organization on its 40 anniversary.

Cast
Robert Bailey . . . Clifton Feddington
Zoë Brglez . . . Sally Simpson
Grant Coward . . . Fritz Canigliaro
Margaret Kropf . . . Esther Lewis Pirnie
Gary Potter . . . Harold J. Mullins
Tom Quinn . . . William St.Claire
Christine Sharp . . . Toots Navarre
Christopher Sharp . . . Charles "Cholly" Butts
Evan Soutter . . . Isadore "Buzz" Crenshaw
Marley Soutter . . . Judith Davenport
Kyler Tonkin . . "Little" Jackie Sparks
Tiffany Wolters . . . Margie O'Brien
Setting:
WOV-Radio Satellite Studio in the lobby level
of the Hotel Aberdeen, Newark, New Jersey, USA.
The evening of December 24, 1943.

There will be a 20 minute intermission.
Refreshments are available in the Blair Room,
up the stairs to your left.

We thank our production sponsors and encourage
you to support these local businesses:
Our Platinum Sponsor

Zoë Brglez - Sally Simpson
Zoë Brglez is extremely proud to be joining the cast of A 1940s
Radio Christmas Carol. Zoe’s first lead role was as Gertrude
McFuzz in Seussical, she went on to perform in The Wizard of Oz,
Miracle on 24th Street, and then in a Broadway revue in Toronto.
Zoe enjoys playing piano, guitar, extreme kayaking and her dog
Wally. Zoë would like to thank her family, Olivia Morgan, and vocal
coach Beth Hunt for their enthusiasm and support.
Robert Bailey - Clifton Feddington
About a decade ago, Bob was in several London musicals including
The Secret Garden as Ben Weatherstaff. He recently returned to
Ontario from Cape Breton, where he was Andrew Carnes in
Oklahoma, Inspector Closely in The Last Resort, the Bishop in Les
Misérables, Mr. Bennet in Pride and Prejudice and Miles Gloriosus
in A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. Last year,
he debuted with the Northumberland Players as Elwood in Harvey.
Grant Coward – Fritz Canigliaro
Grant has been involved with many musical stage productions for
most of his adult life. He sang with the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir
including 3 years with the Mendelssohn Singers. A highlight during
this time was singing on the Academy Award-winning soundtrack
of the movie Schindler's List. A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol is
Grant's 13th show since moving to Cobourg in 2010 including Les
Misérables and The Secret Garden.
Marg Kropf – Esther Lewis Pirnie
Marg has enjoyed performing locally for many years. Highlights
include Rhéauna Bibeau in Les Belles Soeurs, The Sour Kangaroo in
Seussical, Yenta in Fiddler on the Roof, twice, and Mother Superior
in Nunsense. Marg is enjoying her role as the eccentric and
obsessed Esther Lewis Pirnie. Great fun working with this talented
cast. Enjoy the show!
Gary Potter – Harold J. Mullins
Gary is delighted to be working with so many talented people in
this production. He has appeared in Let's Murder Marsha, Office
Hours and as Owen in The Melville Boys in Toronto. He has
appeared as Mr. Gower and Pop Bailey in It’s a Wonderful Life, as
The Toymaker in Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang, and as Ben
Weatherstaff, the gardener in The Secret Garden. In his other life,
Gary is a designer in a kitchen showroom in Port Hope.
Tom Quinn – William St. Claire
A former teacher and consultant, Tom and his wife Janet live in
Millbrook and Prince Edward Island. Selected credits include
Northumberland Players - Death and the Maiden, Problem Child,
and Criminal Genius; Peterborough Theatre Guild - Proof (Theatre
Ontario Award: “Outstanding Performance In a Supporting Role”
and EODL Award: “Best Use of Speech”), The Diary of Anne Frank,
and Macbeth (EODL Nomination: Best Supporting Actor); for ACT,
PEI - Proof; for Vagabond Productions – Of Mice and Men.

Christine Sharp – Director/Toots Navarre
Christine Sharp will be familiar to Northumberland Player’s
audiences as a director, most recently of Les Belles Soeurs, Agnes of
God, The Kitchen Witches, and The Trouble with Richard. Long-time
local theatre-goers may remember her performances from the early
1990’s as Nellie Forbush in South Pacific, Josephine in HMS
Pinafore, Casilda in The Gondoliers, Phyllis in Iolanthe, and MarieAnge in Les Belles Soeurs presented in the Firehall Theatre in 1991.
Kara Besson – Stage Manager
Kara was fortunate to be cast in More Work Than a Puppy. Then, a
small part in Calendar Girls also led her to being assistant stage
manager for that play and then for Les Misérables. She was stage
manager for The Mousetrap, The Glass Menagerie, and Proof. After
appearing again in front of an audience in All The King's Women
and The Secret Garden, she is now excited to be stage manager for
A 1940s Radio Christmas Carol.
Lois Richardson – Set Designer and Decorator
A graduate of the Ontario College of Art and Design, Lois has 30
years’ experience designing sets including more than 65 sets over a
15-year period for the Cameco Capitol Arts Centre/Port Hope
Festival Theatre in Port Hope as well as other professional theatres.
Lois has enjoyed working with The Players once again. Thanks to
Christine, the cast and crew for making it a great experience.
Mima Vlajkov – Costume Designer
Mima is a retirée with a strong Slavic accent and is one of the
newest volunteers for the Northumberland Players. You can find her
at the Costume House every Monday morning where she enjoys
transforming actors into people from different periods. She likes the
job to be done yesterday. She also says to "blame the
Mediterranean temperament".

Production Volunteers
Co-Producers . . . Jack Boyagian, Christine Sharp, Mike Sonosky
Director . . . Christine Sharp
Musical Direction . . . Christine Sharp and Christopher Sharp
Stage Manager . . . Kara Besson
Set Designer . . . Lois Richardson
Set Construction Lead . . . Garth Holloway
Set Construction . . . Jack Boyagian, David Brister, Frank Burns, Jim Doubt, Ken
MacDonald, Rick Morrison, Jean Phillion, Grahame
Richardson, Klaus Schroeder, Mike Sonosky
Set Dresser . . . Lois Richardson, Mike Sonosky
Set Painters . . . Mike Sonosky (lead), Sharon Anderson, Kara Besson, Marg
Hilborn, Don Richardson, Lois Richardson, Brenda
Worsnop
Costume Designer . . . Mima Vlajkov
Costume Assistant . . . Sharon Anderson
Properties . . . Mike Sonosky, Sharon Anderson
Lighting Design, Hang . . . Tim Russell, David Hoare, Will Ryan, Evan Soutter,
Sound Design . . . Jack Boyagian, Christopher Sharp, Mike Sonosky
Light and Sound
. . . Kara Besson and Lynne Templer
Operators
Piano Recording and . . . Jason Jestadt
Rehearsal Piano Music
Hair . . . Muriel White
Show Photographer . . . Sherwood McLernon
Poster Designer . . . Greg Curtis
Program Designer . . . Maureen Holloway
Marketing . . . Alina Adjemian, Maureen Holloway, Laura Garton
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announces

For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca
and for updates on what's happening Like us on Facebook.

