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Director's Notes
My relationship with William Shakespeare has been a long standing one. I am delighted
to have reached my thirtieth year of Bardism. I remember studying Macbeth at school in
the mid 80s and, reflecting on my experience when I discovered this Shakespeare story
for the first time, I want an audience to have the same experience of awe as I felt at that
time.
Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most well known plays. But what is the play really
about? Well, to me, Macbeth is a play about fear. The script draws the audience into the
mindset of a man haunted by his own choices. His self-perpetuating violent actions
ironically stem from his own character weaknesses. Macbeth is in fear all the time, from
the early reprimands from his wife Lady Macbeth to the counter shock at his own
atrocious actions of murder. His fear is shown to the audience primarily through his
decaying conscience as he reflects on how the Weird Sisters tricked him into misreading
their prophesies. In Macbeth, Shakespeare shows us a weak character who cannot cope
with unbalance, and who reacts to the overly-ambitious and controlling Lady Macbeth
by allowing himself to be manipulated into actions of murder that he would not
otherwise have contemplated.
I chose to replicate traditional Shakespearean staging; a thrust stage and simplistic set
decor and bare scenery. I wanted the audience's focus to be placed on the actors and
the story. My next challenge was to address the issue of weaponry and what has been,
and still is, customary for (primarily) men to wear as part of their ceremonial attire. I
wanted to bring “fear” and potential danger into every scene with the wearing of the
traditional sgian-dugh and dirk as part of regular dress.
I have always edited my own scripts. I believe as a director this is a path I must walk
alone to present my vision of the play to the audience and to get inside the play.
Macbeth is arguably regarded as a Tragedy, when in truth it is a Historical. The audience
has a glimpse of life a thousand years ago. This is based on a true story of Mac Bethad
mac Findláich who reigned peacefully as King from 1040 for 17 years. However
Shakespeare took an enormous step away from the real historical figure when he wrote
the Macbeth we know today into a murderous tyrant.
As a director my main challenge was the theme. I wanted to place Macbeth in a period
that I knew and had lived through, and which meant something to me. Scotland in the
90's was a place with an energy. It was transitioning from the traditional into an era of
new! In backlash to the 80's, a decade of ostentatious post feminism, we saw young
women try to break that glass ceiling for equality with their male peers. It was the time
of the “ladette”. At this time interestingly we also saw a development of “new man”, an
open-minded receptive male in tune with women. The script overpowered the direction
of the play, and it was apparent very early during rehearsals that a paramilitary-esque
theme was the only way to present this story. Macbeth afforded me the opportunity to
place the characters in this period and allowed the transcribing of male roles into female
and costuming female characters in identical military uniforms to men.
I was in Inverness and Edinbugh in the 1990s. I have been to Cawdor Castle and seen the
thistle tree that grows through it. This is a play with symbolic potency presented through
a skillful script. It has been a pleasure to have had this opportunity to share this
incredible play with you.

Paula Worley

enriching lives dramatically

Who are Northumberland Players?
Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the
whole family.
In its 39 years, Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for performance,
directing, music and production. They also have a very active young people's theatre
program which performs a major children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps
throughout the summer months.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 300
enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set builders,
costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in Northumberland County.
When you attend a not-for-profit theatre company, your entertainment dollars stay in the
community, the cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout Northumberland County
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces and a ground-floor
theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue adaptable to present both classic and
innovative theatre.
Northumberland Players Costume Warehouse at Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg, is
the home of the Players' vast collection of period and contemporary costumes available for
rentals for theatrical and other events. Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space
on Loveshin Road for set storage and construction.
Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year. We hope even more people will see
our shows during the 2015-16 season.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
We also welcome members and volunteers to join us in producing quality theatre.
• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General Meeting,
and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going support for the
administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes
spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in acting, artistic, backstage,
clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production teams or in
administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job".
• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support. For example, a grant from Rotary enabled
us to upgrade the sound and lighting in the Firehall Theatre. This year, Northumberland
Players has improved the main entrance to the theatre.
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information, to donate and/or sign up.
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We
accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.

Cast

Join us for the
Northumberland Players

Annual General Meeting
at the Firehall Theatre
213 Second Street, Cobourg
Wednesday, November 18, at 7:00 pm
Come on out! Have a say!
Get the current news, elect your Board of Directors
and enjoy some refreshments afterwards.
While all are welcome at our AGM,
only members in good standing may vote.
Sign up and pay for membership
($25 for individuals and $40 for families) at
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved
or by calling the Firehall Theatre at 905-372-0577
If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors for 2015-16,
see details in "Annual General Meeting on November 18, 2015"
under News on the website homepage.

(in order of appearance)

Paulina Beaney

...

Weird Sister
Murderer
Menteith, Noblewoman of Scotland

Catherine Martin

...

Weird Sister
Angus, Noblewoman of Scotland
Servant
Murderer

Emma Clarke

...

Weird Sister
Murderer
Lennox, Noblewoman of Scotland
Messenger

Mike Chowns

...

Duncan, King of Scotland
MacDuff, Nobleman of Scotland

Devin Bird

...

Malcolm, Older Son Of Duncan
Lord
Messenger

Shane McGowan

...

Donalbain, Younger Son of Duncan
Sergeant
Apparition
Seyton
Young Seward

Nikki Parks

...

Ross, Noblewoman of Scotland
Porter
Apparition
Scottish Doctor

Dave Clark

...

Macbeth, Thane of Glamis
English Doctor

Jody Ledgerwood

...

Banquo, Noblewoman of Scotland
Lady MacDuff
Gentlewoman
Siward

Tiffany Wolters

...

Lady Macbeth,
Hecate

Hunter Lewis

...

Fleance
MacDuff's Son
Apparition

Maureen Holloway

...

Old Woman

13 Interesting Facts About MACBETH
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1.

The play Macbeth was based on the true story of Mac Bethad mac
Findlaích who reigned in Scotland as King from 1040-1057.

2.

Lady Macbeth was based on the real person Lady Gruoch or Gruoch
ingen Boite.

3.

The name Macbeth or MacBheatha or Mac Bethad means ‘son of life’
in Gaelic.

4.

Scotland was so peaceful under his rule that Macbeth made a
pilgrimage to Rome in 1050.

5.

Shakespeare’s play, ending in Macbeth’s death, takes place over a
year; whereas, in reality, Macbeth ruled peacefully for 17 years.

6.

The role of Macbeth is 719 lines long, which is only half the length of
Hamlet.

7.

Chroniclers of the time of his reign described Macbeth as a “liberal
king”, not the tyrant we now think he was.

8.

The origins of the superstition against saying “Macbeth” in a theatre
are unclear. One idea is that Shakespeare took some lines for his three
witches from a real coven who cursed the play!

9.

The play Macbeth is William Shakespeare's shortest tragedy.

10. The play Macbeth was one of the first plays Shakespeare produced
under the reign of the new King of England, James I.
11. and ... King James I was actually a distant relative of Banquo!
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12. In 1936, the Federal Theater Project presented a highly successful
version of Macbeth at the Lafayette Theater in Harlem, directed by the
young Orsen Wells, with an an all-black cast and set in post-colonial
Haiti. This superb production made his career as one of the greatest
directors of our time!

13. Macbeth has 39 characters, which in this production have been cast

with only 11 actors, and over 29 scenes which have been edited to
reduce the original running time of about 2 hours 30 minutes down to
1 hour 40 minutes!

Jody Ledgerwood
Jody is a local realtor who loves to perform both on stage and on
camera. She started working with Northumberland Players at the
age of 15. Her more recent credits with The Players include:
Harvey, All the King’s Women, Les Misérables, Calendar Girls,
More Work than a Puppy, The Affections of May, and Having
Hope at Home for which she received the EODL Best Actress
Award. She wishes to thank her family & friends for supporting
her in all aspects of her life! Please enjoy the show!
Catherine Martin
Catherine is thrilled to be performing with the Northumberland
Players and Shakespeare Street Theatre a second time in this
year’s performance of Macbeth! Catherine was first exposed to
Shakespearian Theatre when she was two years old. Since then
her passion for Shakespeare has continued to grow! In 2014, she
performed in her first Shakespearian production as Helena in A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. This summer, Catherine expanded
her knowledge of acting by attending the Driftwood Theatre’s
Creative Roots Program in Toronto.
Shane McGowan
Shane has only been acting since 2012, and this is his first
performance with the Northumberland players. Shane, a 15 year
old CCI student, has been in several school plays. He is an
executive on the student council and plans on running for student
prime minister in the spring. Acting is Shane's passion, and he
always tries to do his best whenever he is on stage. He is
honoured to have many parts in Macbeth, and he is really looking
forward to doing more plays with the Northumberland players in
the future.
Nikki Parks
Nikki is thrilled to be making her debut at the Northumberland
Players in Shakespeare Street Theatre’s production of Macbeth.
She has worked with both the Brighton Barn Theatre and Bay of
Quinte Community Players with roles in When the Cat’s Away,
Farce of Nature, The Chalk Garden, When The Reaper Calls,
Jake’s Women, The Gingerbread Lady, Caught in the Net, and On
Golden Pond. She remembers Shakespeare as being much easier
to learn in high school, and is thankful to her husband Don for
help learning the lines.
Tiffany Wolters
Tiffany is excited to be in her first Shakespeare! She is a not-somild-mannered veterinarian by day, and spends her evenings not
at the theatre with her husband and 2 children, Aviendha and
Reed. This is Tiffany’s 8th show with the Players, and some of her
favorite roles include: Agnes in Agnes of God, Molly in The
Mousetrap, and the Fairy Godmother in Cinderella Christmas.
You may have last seen her in The Glass Menagerie as Laura.

Setting
Scotland, 1990s
ACT 1 Scene 1

The Weird Sisters' den.

Scene 2

Forres, Duncan's house.

Scene 3

The Weird Sisters' den.

Scene 4

Forres, Duncan's house.

Scene 5

Inverness, Macbeth's house.

Scene 6

Macbeth's house.

Scene 7

Macbeth's house.

ACT 2 Scene 1

Macbeth's house.

Scene 2

Macbeth's house.

Scene 3

Macbeth's house.

Scene 4

Outside Macbeth's house.

ACT 3 Scene 1

Forres, the King's House

Scene 2

Forres

Scene 3

A street near Forres.

Scene 4

Forres, the Dining Room.

Scene 5

The Weird Sisters' den.

ACT 4 Scene 1

The Weird Sisters' den.

Scene 2

Fife, Macduff's house.

Scene 3

England.

ACT 5 Scene 1

Dunsinane, Macbeth's house.

Scene 2

A street near Dunsinane.

Scene 3

Inside the house.

Scene 4

A street near Dunsinane.

Scene 5

Inside the house.

Scene 6

Outside Dunsinane.

Scene 7

Inside the house.

Scene 8

Inside the house.

Devin Bird
Devin is excited to be making his debut with the Northumberland
Players. He has performed in The Chalk Garden and Don't Dress
for Dinner at The Brighton Barn Theatre, Caught in the Net for My
Theatre in Trenton where he also directed Gingerbread Lady. He
has enjoyed his experience here and is looking forward to many
more to come.

Mike Chowns
Mike is very excited to be part of this amazing cast and crew. This
is Mike's second play with SST and 5th play with the Players. In
2010 Mike appeared as Jacob Marley in A Christmas Carol, in 2012
as Abanazer in Aladdin, in 2013 as pirate Starkey in Peter Pan and
last year as Nick Bottom in A Midsummer Night's Dream.

Dave Clark
Dave has been with the Players since the 1980s. He has directed,
acted in, lighted, and helped produce about 50 plays for the group
over the years. Memorable moments for him come from The Odd
Couple, The Full Monty, The Elephant Man, Buried Child and from
the teamwork resulting in the development of the theatre you are
sitting in right now.

Emma Clarke
Emma has appeared for Shakespeare Street Theatre as Puck in A
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Tybalt in Romeo and Juliet, and Viola
in Twelfth Night, a challenging role which she eagerly performed.
Emma was one of Fagin’s orphans in her first musical, Oliver! Her
next was Seussical the Musical, followed by the role of Patty in
Grease at St. Mary’s High School. Emma has attended workshops
with Journey Through the Arts and Northumberland Players, and
voice training with Elizabeth Kellogg. Off stage, Emma has proven
herself as a henna tattooist and has commissioned many pieces.
She is looking forward to her multiple roles in Macbeth.
Hunter Lewis
Hunter has appeared with Northumberland Players since 2013,
when he played a lost boy in Peter Pan. He played Mr. Worm in
James and the Giant Peach, then continued on to work with the
Capitol Theater in the junior production of The Little Mermaid.
Hunter has worked behind the scenes as a light operator for Les
Misérables. When he is not on stage, he plays football on his
team, the Chargers, with Kinsman Minor Football League, or
hanging with friends. Hunter is in grade eight at Dale Road Senior
Public school and has won the drama award in previous years.

Adrian Worley, Producer
Adrian, producer with Shakespeare Street Theatre, is proud to
be collaborating with Northumberland Players for the first
time. His theatrical skills are varied, including violinist, singer,
carpenter, freeloader, producer and actor. After 7 years in the
film industry including Bridget Jones Diary, The Lord of the
Rings Trilogy, and The Last Samurai, Adrian moved to Cobourg
and has produced A Midsummer Nights Dream, Romeo and
Juliet and Twelfth Night. He has been known to appear in
small TV roles over the years. When he's not working, Adrian
enjoys spending his spare time with his wife, director Paula
Worley, his three children, Angus, Saxon and Vivienne, and his
dogs at home in Cobourg.
Paula Worley, Director
Paula Worley is directing her third production for the
Northumberland Players. She has been involved in theatre for
30 years and, after moving to Canada from the UK in 2007,
founded Shakespeare Street Theatre in 2009 from her love of
William Shakespeare's work. Recent shows include A
Midsummer Night's Dream, Twelfth Night, Romeo and Juliet,
James and the Giant Peach and a mixed puppet/actor show in
The Wizard of Oz. Paula enjoys directing and using her artistic
skills in puppet making and her dance skills in choreography
when the opportunity arises. She is delighted to have had the
opportunity to work on Macbeth with her husband Adrian
Worley, producer, and her son Angus, stage combat
choreographer.
Maureen Holloway, Stage Manager
Maureen has worked behind the scenes for the Players since
2007. She was costume designer for Steel Magnolias, and stage
managed The Trouble with Richard, The Kitchen Witches, and
It's a Wonderful Life. She is pleased to be working at the Firehall
theatre for the first time on a production of Shakespeare's
Macbeth after many years, in another life, watching students
perform Shakespeare scene by scene. Thank you to the cast and
crew for making it an exciting experience.
Paulina Beaney
Paulina got her start in theatre when she was eleven as a
gameshow fanatic hillbilly in a humorous take on the Hatfields
and the McCoys. She studied drama for three years in high
school and took improv classes over the summers. She's always
had a passion for pretending to be someone else, and has been
given the chance for the first time in three years with three
parts in Macbeth.
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Upcoming Shows

See www.northumberlandplayers.ca for details and Like us on Facebook to get updates

