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Director's Notes
Who are Northumberland Players?

Is Les Belles Soeurs still relevant?
Les Belles Soeurs is about a woman who wins one million green stamps
and invites family members, friends, and neighbours over to the small
kitchen in her Montreal apartment to help her paste the stamps into
booklets, while she regales them with talk of all the new things she is going
get with the stamps for her home. It is also about women who trade
friendship for cheap trinkets, desperately buying into the fallacy that
consumerism will make their lives better. As easy as it is to mock them and
laugh at their foibles, when it becomes apparent how sharply their lives
have been proscribed by circumstances, and how much they chaff under
the restrictive influence of the Roman Catholic church, patriarchy, and
poverty, their despair demands our sympathy.
Les Belles Soeurs was originally set in Montreal of 1968, when controversy
broiled over Dr. Henry Morgentaler's performance of illegal abortions,
where no divorce law yet existed and the only way to dissolve a marriage
was through an Act of Parliament, and the impact of the Quiet Revolution,
that triggered the dramatic secularization of the society, and intense social
and cultural change, was still being keenly felt.
However dark, distant, and repressive that time now seems, something
about Les Belles Soeurs still speaks loudly to present-day audiences, hence
recent sold-out performances by theatre groups in Oshawa and
Peterborough in February, and Brockville in December.
Despite our heightened awareness and sensitivities, elder abuse still widely
exists, sexual assaults seem rampant, and just weeks ago, Republicannominee frontrunner Donald Trump stated publicly that women who have
abortions should be subject to some sort of punishment.
And how many Canadians are currently basing their retirement plans on
winning a lottery?

Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the
whole family.
In its 40 years, Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for
performance, directing, music and production. They also have a very active young
people's theatre program which performs a major children’s Christmas production and
runs drama camps throughout the summer months. A Charlie Brown Christmas was
seen by 2800 children and their families.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over
250 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set
builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in
Northumberland County. When you attend a not-for-profit theatre company
performance, your entertainment dollars stay in the community, the cultural and
economic benefits rippling throughout Northumberland County. We truly suppport Buy
Local Northumberland.
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces and a ground-floor
theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue that can be arranged in various
configurations to present innovative theatre.
Northumberland Players Costume House at Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg, is
the home of the Players' vast collection of period and contemporary costumes available
for rentals for theatrical and other events. Northumberland Players also leases The Third
Space on Loveshin Road for set storage and construction.
Over 10,000 people attend our productions each year. We hope even more people will
see our shows.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
We also welcome members and volunteers to join us in producing quality theatre.
• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General
Meeting, and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going
support for the administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family
Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.

A cast member, while out driving with her daughter, regularly practiced
her lines for the section of the play we refer to as “This Stupid, Rotten
Life". One day her daughter said, “Isn't the character you play kind of
whiny?”

• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in acting, artistic,
backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production
teams or in administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job".

“What do you mean?”

Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information, to ask for our
newsletter, to donate and/or to sign up.

“Well, Mom, your life's just like that, except you also have a job.”
Enough said. I hope you enjoy the show.
Christine Sharp

• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.

You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We
accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays. You can also
contact us at info@northumberlandplayers.com

Cast
Carol Beauchamp . . . Thérèse Dubuc
Marley Budreau . . .
Carol-Anne Caswell . . .
Norma Connors . . .
Connor Curran . . .
Sylvia Glazer. . . .

Linda Lauzon
Angéline Sauvé
Olivine Dubuc
Ginette Ménard
Yvette Longpré

Marg Kropf . . .

Rhéauna Bibeau

Nancy Little . . .

Germaine Lauzon

Courtney Rolph . . .

Des-Neiges Verrettes

Amy Scott . . .

Lise Paquette

Honor Sylvester . . .

Rose Ouimet

Claudia van der Meulen . . .

Gabrielle Jodoin

Tiffany Wolters . . .

Pierrette Guérin

Jane Watanabe . . .

Lisette de Corval

Paula Worley . . .

Marie-Ange Brouillette

Setting:
Montreal, 1968. The kitchen of Germaine Lauzon
There will be a 15-minute intermission.
Light refreshments are available in the Blair Room
on the second floor, to your left.
Washrooms are located on the ground floor to your right.

We thank our production sponsors and encourage you to
support these local businesses:

Ward McCance - Lighting Designer and Operator
Ward has designed the lighting for 6 plays for Northumberland Players
over the past 2 years. He started in Ontario summer stock theater
lighting and set design in 1965, did lighting designs for the Bloor Street
Theater, and lighting design at the Children's Theater at Expo 67 - over
50 shows over the past 50 years.
David McTavish - Set Construction Head
Wow...what a privilege to be working with such a talented group. I have
been connected to "the stage" for almost thirty years...six minutes
TOTAL on-stage...and years and years in set construction. The
Northumberland Players is a fantastic group with which to be
associated. If I am not spending time with my family, I spend time with
the NP.
Lynne Templer - Assistant Stage Manager
Lynne can be found every Monday morning at the NP Costume House,
looking after and renting costumes. She has also worked on many
productions in various roles in her long membership in the Players and
is happy to assist Catherine to keep 15 wonderful women in line this in
production of Les Belles Soeurs.

Evan Soutter - Sound Operator
Evan is more familiar to audiences for his on-stage appearances in
Northumberland Players productions: The Secret Garden as Dickon and
Les Misérables as Marius. Evan is also involved in the Oriana Singers.
He was happy to lend a hand running sound behind the scenes.

Acknowledgements
We thank the following for their contribution to this production:
The volunteers at Northumberland Players Costume House
Mark Chard
Bill Moebus
Ed White Appliance Service

The Production Crew Leaders
Jack Boyagian - Producer
Jack, the President and Artistic director of the Northumberland
Players, has performed, most recently, in The Secret Garden, Les
Misérables and Twelve Angry Men. He has directed many shows for
the Players and at East Northumberland Secondary School; his
favorites are: All the King’s Women, It’s A Wonderful Life which won
three EODL awards, Cabaret, The Long Weekend, Urinetown, Arsenic
and Old Lace, Mash and The Laramie Project. Jack has also produced 6
plays for the players. He has enjoyed working with this cast and crew
of almost all women. He would like to thank Catherine Holland and
Christine Sharp for months of hard work during rehearsals.
Christine Sharp - Director
Christine will be familiar to Northumberland Players' audiences as a
director, most recently of Agnes of God, The Kitchen Witches, and The
Trouble with Richard. Long-time local theatre-goers may remember
her performances from the early 1990s as Nellie Forbush in South
Pacific, Josephine in HMS Pinafore, Casilda in The Gondoliers, Phyllis
in Iolanthe, and Marie-Ange in Les Belles Soeurs, presented in the
Firehall Theatre in 1991.
Ann Hancock - Costume Designer
In 1998 when she retired and moved to Cobourg, Ann met Suzanne
Mess who immediately persuaded her to do some sewing for Anne of
Green Gables. Since then she has not stopped and has been involved
in costuming with local theatre groups, sewing and designing for them
for over thirty productions including Evita, Inherit the Wind, Spamalot
and, most recently, Les Misérables. She finds it a wonderful way to be
involved with so many talented people and to keep herself mentally
and physically challenged.
Catherine Holland - Stage Manager
Les Belles Soeurs is Catherine's fourth production since joining
Northumberland Players two years ago. Most recently she produced
Harvey at the Best Western dinner theatre. She has also held various
roles backstage including stage managing, lighting and sound. As stage
manager of Les Belles Soeurs, Catherine has had the privilege of
working with an amazingly talented group of individuals, both on and
off stage. She would like to thank you for coming to this show and
supporting community theatre
Lois Richardson - Set Designer
A graduate of the Ontario College of Art and Design, Lois has 30 years’
experience designing sets including more than 65 sets over a 15 year
period for the Cameco Capitol Theatre / Port Hope Festival Theatre in
Port Hope. Lois has enjoyed working with the Players once again.
Thanks to Christine, Catherine, the cast and crew for making it a great
experience.
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Lynne Templer

Set Designer

...
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David McTavish, John Forder, Steve Haug,
Borden Taylor, Tony Walker

Set Dresser
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Lois Richardson

Set Painters

...

Marg Hilborn, Laura Andrews, Leslee Argue,
Kimberly Ellery, Lois Richardson, Brenda
Worsnop

Set Builders

...

David McTavish, Jack Boyagian, Frank Burns,
Dave Clark, John Forder, Ken Forsythe, Steve
Haug, Erik Luyendyk, Ken MacDonald, Klaus
Schroeder, Borden Taylor, Tony Walker, Ian
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Costume Designer

...

Ann Hancock

Costume Assistant

...

Dawn Watters

Properties Manager
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Ward McCance

Sound Designer

...

Christopher Sharp and René Brossard

Sound Set-Up

...

Christopher Sharp

Sound Operator

...

Evan Soutter

Hair Stylist

...

Muriel White

Make-up Stylist
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Alyssa England

Show Photographer
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Sherwood McLernon

Poster Designer

...

Greg Curtis

Program Designer

...

Maureen Holloway

Social Media Marketing

...

Maureen Holloway, Alina Adjemian, Laura
Garton

Original songs written and performed
by Glenn Mick and Naomi Simpson

announces

Tiffany Wolters - Pierrette Guérin
Tiffany is excited to be doing this French Canadian classic,
and working with Christine and some of her old NP buddies
(and meeting new friends too)! She is a not-so-mildmannered veterinarian during the day, and spends her
evenings when she is not at the theatre with her husband
and her children, Aviendha and Reed. This is Tiffany’s ninth
show with the Players, and some of her favorite roles
include: Agnes in Agnes of God, Molly in The Mousetrap,
and Lady Macbeth in "the Scottish play".
Jane Watanabe - Lisette de Courval
This is Jane's debut with the Northumberland Players. She
has appeared in front of audiences on the stage in
university, on the T.V. in over 200 commercials, and in the
pulpit as an Anglican priest. (Jane shares her Baltimore
garden with her dog and cats.)

Paula Worley - Marie-Ange Brouillette
Paula has been in theatre for 30 years as a director, actor
and drama teacher. She has directed and produced a vast
number of shows and is the Founder of Shakespeare Street
Theatre and The Puppet Room. Paula has recently directed
three productions for the Northumberland Players,
Macbeth, A Midsummer Night's Dream and James and the
Giant Peach.

Board of Directors 2016
Executive
President: Jack Boyagian
Vice-President: Leslee Argue
Treasurer: Garth Holloway
Secretary: Claire Rowett

For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca and for updates on
what's happening Follow us on Facebook and on Twitter.

Directors
Anne-Marie Bouthillette
Marley Budreau
Laura Garton
Maureen Holloway
Matt Kowalyk
Jody Ledgerwood
Paula Worley

Northumberland Players is a thriving community theatre. What enables the Players to
maintain its success for 40 years are willing and committed individuals who serve as
directors and participate in the decision-making. Directors attend monthly Board
meetings where decisions are made, keep up to date by reading the reports of other
directors, and take on the responsibilities according to their interests, skills, and/or desire
to learn. Some directors serve for a one-year term, but others return for multiple oneyear terms, ensuring continuity for the Players.
Directors can be contacted by leaving a message at 905-372-0577 or by emailing
info@northumberlandplayers.com.

Courtney Rolph- Des-Neiges Verrette
Courtney grew up in Cobourg and was in many small plays as
a young child. She played Beth in Little Women and was in
theater camp for many years. She performed with the
Famous People Players for seven years where she met the
"love of her life". Now she is back in Cobourg and loving
every minute of it. You can really meet your Juliet and
Romeo after all. Courtney is a coach for the Community
Living drama team. She thanks Jack and Christine for the
experience in Les Belles Soeurs.
Amy Scott - Lise Paquette
Amy has been part of Northumberland Players for 6 years,
since her stage debut in 2010. More often seen backstage,
Amy is thrilled to be onstage in Les Belles Soeurs. Apart from
Northumberland Players, Amy is also involved with the
drama department at her high school. She'd like to thank her
castmates, crew, and camp family who have been so
supportive since the beginning.
Honor Sylvester - Rose Ouimet
Honor has been involved with NP since 2000, when she
landed her first part. Since then she has produced, staged
managed, performed and participated in staged play
readings. Honor has worked on various committees here and
is a past board member. Honor has worked with NP youth
theatre on many shows, performing as well as producing and
stage managing. She loves working with the kids and
watching them evolve and overcome their shyness!! Their
inner performers finally surface and they gain such
confidence ...... "It's a great experience". She is glad to be
working on such a complex and challenging project with this
group of talented women and Christine, who she describes
as a mighty little giant!! She hopes you enjoy the show!
Claudia van der Meulen - Gabrielle Jodoin
Claudia is absolutely thrilled to be a part of this wonderful
production of Les Belles Soeurs. She has been absent from
Northumberland Players productions for many years and is
excited to be back playing the role of Gabrielle Jodoin.
Claudia's other passions include her family, teaching grade 3,
golf, curling, hockey... She has thoroughly enjoyed working
with this fabulous group of people. À la prochaine!

The Cast
Carol Beauchamp - Thérèse Dubuc
Carol is delighted to be working with the Northumberland
Players for the first time, and would like to thank a funloving and hard-working cast and crew for making her feel
so welcome. Selected acting credits include: Mrs.
Ravenscroft in Ravenscroft, Chris in Calendar Girls,
Maxine in Stepping Out, Shirley in Shirley Valentine,
Mama in I Remember Mama, and Lady Bracknell in The
Importance of Being Ernest.
Marley Budreau - Linda Lauzon
Marley is thrilled to be participating in the
Northumberland Payer’s production of Les Belles Soeurs!
This is Marley's second appearance with the
Northumberland Players in a non-musical and she has
enjoyed sharing the stage with so many talented women
and learning from her fellow cast and production team.
Previous stage credits include Lily in The Secret Garden,
Ensemble in Les Misérables, Sister Amnesia in Nunsense,
Maria in The Sound of Music and Laurey in Oklahoma!
Carol-Anne Caswell - Angéline Sauvé
Carol-Anne joined the Northumberland Players family in
2001, performing and working backstage for many
productions. She is thrilled to be taking on the role of
Angeline and to take the stage with these delightful
women. Her most recent role was Mrs. Chauvenet in
Harvey. Her favourite role was as Grammy in NP
production of Pappa's Angels. When not on stage CarolAnne is on the Town's Accessibility Committee, a poet,
storyteller and grandmother of five. Her acting has
become her passion.
Norma Connors - Olivine Dubuc
Norma has been a member of Northumberland Players
since 2006. She has held various acting roles: Mrs. Greer
in Annie, Aunt Spiker in James and the Giant Peach, and
Miss Johnson in Harvey. She has worked on many
productions backstage in props as well, most recently
Harvey, Jesus Christ Superstar, Drinking Alone and All
The King's Women.

Connor Curran - Ginette Ménard
Connor is very excited to be taking part in the hilarious
play, Les Belles Soeurs, as it is the very first role she has
been cast in for the Players. She takes singing lessons and
participates in drama at her school,CCI. She is pleased to
be able to laugh and perform with such amazing actresses
from whom she can learn and improve her very own
acting skills and techniques. She is excited to see what
other productions she participates in the future and
perhaps would like to take part in a musical.
Sylvia Glazer - Yvette Longpré
After having liberated herself from years of pumps,
pantyhose and corporate ladder climbing, Sylvia finally
gets the opportunity to play!! Be it acting, singing,
dancing, writing, comedy, sewing, laughter – this Jane of
Many Trades is always dabbling. If it has a tactile aspect,
she is right in there, often times mesmerizing her
grandkids with her impish antics! Her laugh is as large as
her determination – dogged and legendary. A positive and
curious addition to any theatre company. It was the vast
number of characters in Les Belles Soeurs that prompted
her maiden voyage into acting. Embracing her character,
Yvette Longpré, gives Sylvia a chance to share her
international flair.
Marg Kropf - Rhéauna Bibeau
Marg was bitten by the acting bug way back in her 40s
and has not been the same since. Most memorable roles
include Sour Kangaroo in Seussical,Ouiser Boudreaux in
Steel Magnolias,Yenta in Fiddler on the Roof - twice, The
Child Catcher in Chitty, Chitty Bang Bang and Mother
Superior in Nunsense. Marg, a retired French teacher, is
enjoying performing in Les Belles Soeurs immensely.
Nancy Little - Germaine Lauzon
Nancy, a member of Northumberland Players for over 20
years, has appeared in over 30 productions, including
Criminal Minds, High Temperature, Plaza Suite, Rumors,
Mame, Key for Two, The Dining Room, and More Work
Than a Puppy. Nancy has also contributed to the Players
as producer, stage manager, and she directed Affections
of May. She served on the Board for a 3-year term. Nancy
is thrilled to be performing once again on the Firehall
Theatre stage with the support of an amazing ensemble of
dedicated and talented women, both cast and crew!

